
NEWSLETTER
Friday 1  May 2026st

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers

What a great two weeks back we have had.  What a wonderful vibrant school Chulmleigh
Primary is.  The enrichment opportunities on offer are already fantastic and this term, in
addition to our current pupil-led clubs (French club and mental health club) some of our
Year six children have offered to add further new clubs.

On Mondays we have dance club run by Immy, Scarlett and Lacey. Tuesdays we have
coding club which is run by Noah (assisted by Oliver in Year 5). Wednesdays we have
craft club run by Daisy, Elowen, Maryna and Isaac and on Fridays we have comic club
which is run by Charley, Louis and Finn (reading material, not stand-up!)  

Running clubs is a great opportunity for our older children to develop their
organisational skills and a way for them to take on responsibility. So far, the attendees
have reported that they are really enjoying the new clubs, the staff have been so
impressed by how well the pupils have planned and are delivering their sessions.

Breakfast club/s
I am delighted that we are going to be able to offer Breakfast club from
7.30am each day after half term.  I appreciate how difficult it can be for
working parents when they have a distance to travel. I am very grateful to
our wonderful staff for being willing to adapt working patterns and to
come in at this early hour.

At the moment, we are not able to offer the free breakfast and childcare
from 8.30am which is on offer in some schools.  This is a government
initiative and due to the success of the schools which trialled it- including
our very own East Worlington and St Thomas of Canterbury schools. It is
going to be rolled out nationally to the remaining schools at some stage.  
We will keep you updated as this progresses.

Thank you as always for your support and I hope everyone has a lovely
bank holiday weekend.

Mrs Healey
Head of School

Sensory room
The room in between my office and our admin office is a really useful space, however, I feel it could be better resourced.  We
will therefore shortly be trying to raise funds to try and adapt it to better meet the needs of our children. Sensory rooms in
primary schools offer a range of benefits for children, particularly those with sensory processing differences or special
educational needs.  These include: improved emotional regulation, better engagement with learning, support for mental
health and wellbeing, fewer behavioural issues and exclusions and a more inclusive culture.  The room will also continue to
be a space where parents and professionals can meet.  The picture below is just an example.  I am currently in the process of
getting quotes and designs.  Watch this space!
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What’s On - Week Commencing 

Dates for the diary!
Tuesday 19  May - Sports Dayth

Monday 25th-Friday 29  May - Half term weekth

Friday 5  June - Year 2 - Forest Schoolth

Wednesday 10  June - Year 6 Parents residential Meeting th

Monday 15 - Wednesday 17  June - Year 6 residential trip to Bristolth th

Friday 26  June - Year 1 - Forest Schoolth

Thursday 16  July - Year 6 - Leavers assemblyth

Friday 17  July - Year 6 - Trip to Milky Wayth

Wednesday 22  July - Last day of termnd



Class News

Lions

Cubs and Tigers

We had some hairy pets arrive on Tuesday! The children were very excited that our caterpillars arrived. We
spent time talking about caterpillars and the life cycle which takes place. We will keep you updated as the
children are keeping their own diaries of the caterpillars. We have also been searching for minibeasts outside.
We were delighted that Ellie’s Dad (Matt) made us an amazing bug hotel. It’s fantastic and the children are
checking it daily to see which bugs have moved in!

Last week we had the pleasure of visiting Chulmleigh hairdressers. We manged to fit all the children in the
building and they were great (as always) at asking lots of questions. We have also been busy back in school,
making Chulmleigh using large cardboard boxes! The children have used pens and card to make signs for each
of the buildings.

We had the most exciting time visiting the Honey Farm this week. The children were a credit to the school.
Highlights included dressing up as bees, the bee waggle dance, making candles, tasting honey, planting seeds,
playing in the soft play and a surprise tractor ride. In addition, we had singing and games on the bus! 

A big thank you to the adults that supported us on the trip, we could not have done it without you.

It was lovely to see all our Nursery children back after the Easter break.

Our topic this half term is 'Treasures in the garden' so we have been going on a bug hunt watching the bees go into
our lovely new bug hotel and making bugs in the playdough! 

It's been great to make use of the better weather and get stuck in to lots of outdoor learning like digging in the sand,
making number lines on the grass, using clipboards to draw and write and generally having fun in the sun!



Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

Class News

We have had a fantastic few weeks in Year 2 and are delighted to share some of our recent learning with you. 

Our trip to Tiverton Castle was a great success. The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the different areas of the
castle and were fascinated by all the interesting facts they learned throughout the day. They represented the school
beautifully and showed great curiosity and enthusiasm.

In maths, we are continuing our learning on multiplication and division. The children are becoming more confident and
are learning new mathematical vocabulary to help them explain their thinking clearly.

In English, we have been enjoying our work based on the story Grandad’s Camper. The children have been writing
setting descriptions and are working hard to improve their letter formation and overall presentation.

In science, the children have been busy planting seeds and are learning about plant growth, including the different
parts of a plant and what they need to grow. 

We are very much looking forward to our upcoming trip to Rosemoor, which will further support this learning.

In history, we have started exploring the local history of Chulmleigh. The children will be finding out more about their
local area and how it has changed over time.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

It has been a lovely couple of weeks back after half-term! As always, we have been super busy! 
 
In phonics, we are still learning lots of new, alternative ways to make the sounds that we already know. The children
work so hard in phonics, and have been writing lots of longer words that include the new sounds in. We are also
continuing to practise spelling the Year 1 ‘common exception words’. 
 
In English, we are carrying on with ‘There’s A Tiger In The garden’. The children have been using the new vocabulary
that we’ve learnt to include in their own story sentences. They have been planning with pictures, and using this the
next day to help them write. They have included lots of words with suffixes, such as ‘ing’, ‘ed’, ‘er’ and ‘est’. 
 
In maths, we have moved on to our multiplication and division topic. We have been doing lots of counting in 2’s, 5’s
and 10’s! As well as this, we have been making equal groups, followed by making arrays and repeated addition
questions. We have also been learning about rows and columns.
 
We finished off our DT project in our first week back. The children chopped up bananas and strawberries so we could
put them in our smoothies! We have now started to plan our new project which is to make a car/buggy to protect an
egg. The children are in teams, and started by coming up with a group name and a logo.
 
In science, we have started our ‘plants’ topic. The children have learnt about the different parts of a plant, followed
by drawing their own and labelling this. 
 
In RE, we are looking at the ‘creation story’ and how Christians believe the world was made. 
 
In PE, we have been doing some athletics! The children have practised their sprinting and standing starts ready for
Sports Day! 
 
It has been lovely to catch up with you all during parent’s evening. Thank you! 



Barn Owls

Class News

Barn Owls have been incredibly busy over the past few weeks, and it’s been fantastic to watch their enthusiasm
for learning.

In English, we have begun an exciting new unit based on the beautiful book “Rhythm of the Rain.” The children are
really enjoying exploring the story while developing their writing skills. We have been focusing on using the
possessive apostrophe, understanding when to use “a” or “an,” and taking extra care to improve our handwriting.
It’s been brilliant to see the pride the children are taking in presenting their work neatly.

In maths, we have recently completed our topic on mass and capacity, where the class worked hard to
understand and apply their knowledge in practical contexts. We are now moving on to our new topic: fractions. 

In science, our focus is on plants. We are learning about how plants grow, exploring the different parts of a plant,
and understanding the role each part plays. The children have been asking thoughtful questions.

It has been a busy and productive few weeks, and we are very proud of all the effort the Barn Owls are putting
into their learning. 

Thank you for your continued support at home, especially with planting seeds!



Class News
Bumblebees
Bumblebees have started learning about Ancient Egypt this half term and have enjoyed learning about
how important the River Nile was for the ancient civilisation. 

In science we are learning about how animals have adapted to be able to live in different habitats and will
be learning about classification keys later in the term. 

In maths the children have been working really hard on understanding fraction and decimals, and their
thorough understanding of place value has really helped them with this. We are also continuing to practice
for the times tables check which is coming up after May half term, so please keep practising everyone,
they are already scoring really high on our practice tests. 

Our English writing for this unit is focused on diary writing which the children are really enjoying. They
have all been working hard on making sure their handwriting is neat and doing a fantastic job! 

We are all enjoying athletics for PE, which has consisted of running for the past two weeks, but will move
on to other skills for the rest of the half term. 

In art we have been designing mosaic tiles and the children are really excited about making them!



Squirrels

Class News
The children are starting to look a lot like Year 6s. They are showing how mature they are by their fantastic
attitude to learning and thoughtful discussions. I have been very impressed on our return after Easter. 

We have been busy preparing to write our persuasive letter in English to persuade a young thief to do the right
thing. They have been practising being persuasive. 

We have been learning about decimals in maths and we have been thinking about thousandths and how to
compare decimals. The children have started learning about Africa as a continent and beginning to understand
the Transatlantic Slave Trade.

In PE, we have been very busy practising running and thinking about how to improve our running technique.
The children created some fantastic bread rolls in DT and made parachutes in science which we tested to learn
more about air resistance. 
 
It has been a busy few weeks! We hope you have a fantastic bank holiday weekend. 



Otters

Class News

What an amazing couple of weeks Year 6 have had and they have settled back in after the Easter holidays brilliantly.
With the countdown to SAT’s underway, they are working really hard on their revision and demonstrating a fantastic
work ethic towards what the next few weeks involves. 

As we head into the summer term, we are beginning new topics. 

In science we have begun studying the circulatory system. We had great fun drawing arteries and veins on the
playground explaining how the oxygenated and deoxygenated blood travels to and from the heart. Stanley was a
fantastic heart in the middle!

Our topic this term is rainforests, and we are planning on linking art to this and study Henri Rousseau and his
paintings. 

A reminder of dates
 
Wednesday 6th May: 3.45pm – SAT’s parent meeting
Wednesday 10th June: 3.45pm – Residential meeting 
Monday 6th July: Performance of Year 6 play at Heywood Hall at 5pm
Thursday 16th July: Leavers assembly at Heywood Hall at 2pm
 Friday 17th July: Year 6 Trip to Milky Way
 
Thank you as always for your continued support. 



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom White – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity Stroud - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Introduction

Dear Parents and Carers
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new Head of Primary Education (HOPE) for
Chulmleigh Academy Trust, having started in post after Easter. In this role, I work across the Trust with
Chulmleigh Primary School, East Worlington Primary School and St Thomas of Canterbury Church of
England Primary School, as well as being part of the Trust’s Senior Leadership Team. Importantly, my
work also involves working closely with Chulmleigh Community College as the education of your
children does not stop in Year 6; the 0-16 offer at this Trust gives us a great opportunity to ensure firm
foundations at all stages of your children’s educational journey.
 
I have worked in primary education for over 30 years, including 10 years as a Headteacher in two
Somerset schools and nurseries. I am Devon born and bred, having been brought up on an Exmoor
sheep farm, so I was very happy to see the Exmoor Horn sheep featured on the Community College’s
badge!
 
Over the coming weeks, my priority will be to meet Heads of School, staff and children, and to visit your
wonderful schools. I am really looking forward to getting to know everyone and to facilitating
collaborative work across and between the schools, working together to develop strategic plans of
support that ensure the very best outcomes for your children.
 
A key priority for me is that all three primary schools feel a strong sense of belonging within the family of
schools which make up Chulmleigh Academy Trust, while retaining their own unique identities. By
working together and sharing good practice, we can strengthen what we offer for children, families and
communities. I will aim to keep you updated on this collaborative work and the benefits it brings.
 
I will, on occasion, be on your school’s gate, I am very approachable and I look forward to meeting many
of you over the coming weeks and months.
 
Kind regards
 
Ali Pook
Head of Primary Education
Chulmleigh Academy Trust



Forest School
Dragonflies had a fantastic full day of forest school. 

Everyone played games and listened to the nature that they could hear. They made tree cookies by sawing and hand
drilling pieces of wood. 

Some children made dens with tarpaulins and showed great teamwork to put them up successfully. Some children
made charcoal pictures on the fences whilst others made art on the floor with things that they could find in nature. 

We toasted marshmallows on the fire and ended the day with a hot chocolate. 

Well done Dragonflies, you were awesome at Forest School!



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

PTA News & Events
The sun has finally made an appearance, and we can look forward to a fun-filled summer term 

 
We have our Summer Fayre Planning meeting coming up – please let us know if you’d like to get

involved with no commitment for anything more than the Summer Fayre.
 

Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for
more information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-

primary.devon.sch.uk

Thank you for your generous
donations and purchase of

tickets for the spring hamper
raffle – an incredible amount
raised and some very happy

hamper winners!



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

 
Thank you as always for your support!

Your PTA team



Local Governance
Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing
Boards across our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community
to help shape the future of education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership,
champion our values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse
governing boards that reflect and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to
make a meaningful difference, and are ready to contribute your experience and perspective, we
would love to hear from you! For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



Additional Information



Additional information



Chulmleigh Old Fair 2026

Chulmleigh Old Fair
TUESDAY 28TH JULY 2026 – SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST 2026

Preparations are well under way for this year’s Fair and it is now time to think about nominations
for our ‘Fair Queen’ and ‘Royalty’. 

Nominations are invited now for the following categories:

Fair Queen    Girls aged between 11 & 18 years
Attendants (2)  Girls aged between 7 & 10 years
Chief Herald   Boys aged between 8 & 9 years

Heralds (2)  Boys aged between 6 & 7 years
Crown Bearer       Girls aged 5 years

Names to Julia Bushell (07970 946014) or via email julia_bushell@hotmail.com
All nominations will be acknowledged so you know they have been received.

Important information:
Candidates should live in the parish of Chulmleigh or attend Chulmleigh Primary / Secondary

School and live within the school(s) catchment area. Those elected receive a clothing allowance.

The Fair Queen and Attendants must be available on the evening of Tuesday 28th July, all day
Wednesday 29th July, and the afternoons of Thursday 30th and Saturday 1st August. 

Voting information:
Voting will take place in the Town Hall on Saturday 16th May between 9am and 11am.

Closing date for nominations is Sunday 3rd May 
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