
 

NEWSLETTER  

  
Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

 

10th– 14th  

March 

 
                      

Swimming Year 5 
 
 

After-school KS1 
Football 3.30-4.30 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

After-school KS1/
KS2 Multi skills 

3.30-4.30 

 
 
 
 
 

After-school KS2 
Football 3.30-

4.30 
 
 

 
 

Girls Football Event  
Years 5 & 6 

 
After-school  Girls 
Football 3.30-4.30 

 
 

Celebration As-
sembly  

 
Year 4, 5 and 6 
cricket session 

 

17th - 21st  

March  

 
                      

Swimming Year 5 
                       
 

After-school KS1 
Football 3.30-4.30 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

After-school KS1/
KS2 Multi skills 

3.30-4.30 

 
 
 
 
 

After-school KS2 
Football 3.30-

4.30 

 
 
 
 
 

After-school  Girls 
Football 3.30-4.30 

 

 
                           

Celebration As-
sembly  

 
Year 1, 2 and 3 
cricket session 

 
 

Key Dates:  

Every Monday—Swimming Year 5.  

Thursday 13th March—Girls Football Event at Chulmleigh Pavilion—Year 5 & 6. 

 



 

Dear All,  

 

We have certainly had an action packed first couple of weeks back with many events occurring in school. Highlights 
have included Year 5 continuing to swim, Years 4, 5 and 6 having cricket sessions with local cricket coach Martin, 
the PTA disco, Lions visiting Scribbleton and local author visits to celebrate World Book Day.  

 

On Tuesday afternoon, the children loved hearing different story extracts from the Bookery volunteers at Crediton 
bookshop. During the session, the children were able to look at the latest book releases and vote on their favourite 
titles based on the extracts they had heard. I know some children found it very challenging to decide which books 
to buy to read at home!  

 

The Bookery – Buy Books. Do Good. 

 

We were also very fortunate to have Anne Parson visit on Thursday to celebrate World Book Day with us. She 
worked with every class from Year 1 upwards and spent time reading her novels ‘Archie’ to the children. Years 3, 4 
and 5 were also treated to a creative writing session with Anne based on the characters in her books. Pleasingly, 
Anne told us how impressed she was with the children’s love of reading, their enthusiasm for writing and their 
wonderful behaviour. We would like to thank Anne for visiting us and for donating money back to the school for 
every book that was purchased. This money will help to buy more new texts for the school library.  

Sporting successes! 

 

We were extremely proud that our Year 6 netball team made it to the North Devon finals on the 6th of March in Barnstaple. 
They faced some strong opponents but fought hard and achieved 11th place out of all the schools in North Devon which is fan-
tastic as many schools did not even qualify for the final’s day. Our 8 team members rotated positions every 6 minutes, so each 
took a turn in many positions they do not normally play. Although they did not make it to the County finals, they came away 
with big smiles and super feedback from all the umpires. We could not have been prouder of their team spirit and enthusiasm. 
I would like to thank Miss Johnson and Miss Boddy who joined me in taking the children to the event. Thanks also need to go 
to Ruth Briggs for her superb coaching during Thursday’s lunchtime netball practise sessions to help the team reach the final’s 
day.  

 

I am very proud to announce that Tom in Year 5 has been successful in being selected for the North Devon Virtual 
Gymnastic finals. Several entries from across the school were sent via digital recordings to the judges for this virtu-
al event as part our gymnastic lessons. Out of over 80 plus entries for each year group from many different North 
Devon schools, Tom has made it through to the virtual North Devon final. We are so proud of him for reaching the 
finals amongst such a talented pool of North Devon children. Good luck Tom for the finals day! This is the second 
year running that a Chulmleigh primary pupil has made it to the final which is a huge achievement. A big thanks to 
Mrs Welch for entering our children into this event.  

https://thebookery.org.uk/


Safeguarding Updates – OPAL visit  

This week, we had some senior leaders from a school in Exmouth observe our OPAL lunchtime as they are embarking 
on their OPAL implementation journey. As part of their visit, they spoke to many  different children across the 
school. All the children spoke confidently to the senior leaders about what was expected of them in terms of them 
risk assessing when playing, how they are safe when playing and the cooperative play we encourage and expect at 
Chulmleigh. After the senior leaders visited, they emailed to us to say “how great it was to see how well-managed 
your provision is and how far you have come on your OPAL journey”. Part of this success is that OPAL expectations 
are shared and discussed during every assembly and in class discussions. These are below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the benefits of OPAL play, please follow the link: https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/
why-do-schools-need-great-play/  

 

School Improvement Update –  trialling numberless problems: 

As part of our maths school improvement priority, Upper key stage 2 staff from across our Trust schools have been 
trialling numberless problems based on research by Givven and Strigler (2019). The children have had to apply differ-
ent calculations and strategies without being given number values. The impact of this approach has led to the chil-
dren discussing how they would solve the problems based on what information is available without the numbers. 
Initially, the children found this challenging as it was a different approach. However, they have now asked for more 
of these wordless challenges and the staff have changed their planning as a result.  

 

 

https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/why-do-schools-need-great-play/
https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk/why-do-schools-need-great-play/


 

 

As well as using research to enhance our maths teaching, staff are also implementing the guidance from the Educa-
tion Endowment Foundation https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-
reports/maths-ks-2-3  

 

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Update – Educational Psychology Joint Assessment Meetings 
(JAMs) for Education Health and Care Needs assessments: 
Recently, we have had some educational psychologists observing across the school when undertaking assessments 
for Education, Health, and Care Needs Assessment( EHCNAs). As part of their visit, the educational psychologists 
conducts a Joint Assessment Meeting (JAM) with parents, staff from school and maybe other professionals working 
with the family such as a school nurse, attendance improvement officer or family intervention worker. Devon coun-
ty council have had feedback that parents and carers do not always have good notice of JAM meetings and are not 
sure what to expect at these meetings. Starting in February, parents and carers will receive an email from the Edu-
cational Psychology Service inviting them to attend the JAM meeting. The email will tell parents and carers what 
they can expect from the meeting and how they might like to prepare. 

There is lots of information on Devon County Council’s website explaining what a JAM is. What an educational psy-
chologist does - a guide for children and young people - Education and Families 

Additionally, there is also a short video explaining what an educational psychologist does. You might like to share 
these resources with parents and carers. Joint assessment meetings - Education and Families 

 

Attendance Updates:  

 

As you know, Chulmleigh Primary and the Academy Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve attendance 
and punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to every child’s attainment and progress. As a 
school, we have the motto ‘Make Every Minute Count’ in our learning. With attendance, ‘Every Day Counts’ as the 
infographic below shows the shocking impact of missing just one day from school, once a fortnight, for the child’s 
13 years of schooling can have on their whole schooling.  

 

 
Last year, the government and the NHS produced posters highlighting the importance of children attending 
school with mild illnesses such as coughs and colds. A selection of these posters are below and can be found at: 
DfE Attendance campaign guidelines 20204 (windows.net) 
 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-local-offer/about-send-and-the-local-offer/what-is-send/semh/educational-psychology/what-educational-psychologist-does-a-guide-for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-local-offer/about-send-and-the-local-offer/what-is-send/semh/educational-psychology/what-educational-psychologist-does-a-guide-for-children-and-young-people/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/education-and-families/send-local-offer/about-send-and-the-local-offer/what-is-send/semh/educational-psychology/joint-assessment-meetings/
https://dfegovukassets.blob.core.windows.net/assets/Attendance%20campaign/DfE%20Attendance%20campaign%20guidelines%202024.pdf


  

Our current attendance rate of 95% is still slightly behind the targets set by the Department of Education and the Trust 
which is 96%. This week, the year group attendance is:   

 

 

 

  

 

Thank you all for your continued support.  

 

With Kind Regards, 

 

Martin Evely and all staff at Chulmleigh Primary School.  

Year R: 94% 

Year 1: 98.2% 

Year 2: 97.6% 

Year 3: 94% 

Year 4: 98.5% 

Year 5: 96.6% 

Year 6: 96.3% 



 

 

Cubs & Tigers  

We've had an exciting time in Nursery moving the room around and changing 
the Happy Hollow into a garden centre. Our theme this term is growing and 
we've planted some beans to grow a giant beanstalk in keeping with our story 
Jack and the  Beanstalk.  

On Pancake day we made some delicious pancakes and ate them for snack. 
We had a fun time flipping! 

Lions 
 
Our trip to Scribbleton was absolutely amazing. The children had so much fun (and so did the adults shhh!). 
The children were a credit to the school, being both polite and respectful to others. 

Last week, the children were very excited when Donna arrived with the incubator and eggs. The children 
had lots of questions and are looking forward to observing the eggs over the next three weeks. We will 
keep you updated. 

This week we celebrated Pancake Day by eating some yummy pancakes. We also enjoyed pancake races 
outside and counted how many pancake flips we could do in 30 seconds! 

The children have enjoyed the glorious sunshine this week, making full use of the all the different outdoor 
activities. We also used pastels to create some observational pictures of daffodils. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs 
It’s been another busy couple of weeks for Year 1!  

World book day was another success, and the children enjoyed their visit from the author, Anne Parson. Alongside this, the 

children were lucky enough to have the Bookery visit, where we got to listen to extracts from the top-rated books! We’ve 

also had another library visit, and we’ve chosen some books to bring back to class to enjoy. 

In Phonics, we are continuing to recap the sounds new have learnt, as well as continue to learn to read, and spell, the Year 

1 Common Exception words. The children are also continuing to write a dictated sentence in these lessons, which enables 

them to apply their phonetic knowledge. The children are working super hard at keeping their writing lovely and neat.  

In English, we are still reading ‘Daisy Doodles’. We’ve looked at the different emotions that Daisy may be feeling through-

out the story. We are focussing more on using ‘and’ in our sentences. However, we have to be careful not to put in too 

many, or we will run out of breath!  

 

We are still looking at numbers to 50 in Maths. We’ve been thinking about missing numbers on a number line and how we 

know what they are. The children are getting great at remembering that the first numeral represents the tens, and the 

second numeral represents the ones. We’ve also been learning about the word ‘partition’, and how we can split these 2-

digit numbers into their tens and ones.  

In DT, we have been looking at where differ-

ent fruit and vegetables grow. The children 

knew lots about apple orchards!  

In Science, the children have been looking at 

the different bones in the human body. We 

are moving on to how we can group animals 

into mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians 

Dragonflies 

In Year 2, we have started our History learning linked to Castles and life in 
the past. We are looking forward to our visit to Tiverton Castle. This is one 
of the oldest castles in the county, first built in 1106. We will learn about 
the people who used to live there - including the first Norman Earls of Dev-
on, the de Redvers family from 1106 and the Courtenays - one of whom 
married Princess Katherine of York who was Henry VIII`s favourite aunt. The 
children are invited to dress up for our visit, although please do not feel you 
need to purchase any dressing up items; this could just be a homemade 
crown with a cloak.  

In science, we have started a new topic linked to animals and their habitats. 
We will examine microhabitats and larger habitats and identify some ani-
mals that may live there. Children will then investigate to see which condi-
tions woodlice prefer in their habitat. After that, they will examine how 
living things adapt to their environment. Finally, they will examine food 
chains within habitats. 

In maths, we are coming to the end of our learning linked to money. Fol-
lowing this we will move on to multiplication and division.  

Best Wishes, 

Mrs Niejadlik and Mrs Haines  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bumblebees 

Bumble bees have been busy practising their times tables, this week we have focused on our 12 x tables, as our score on 
this was lower than some of the others.  In maths we have been learning about fractions, proper and improper fractions 
and converting mixed numbers to improper fractions.   

In English we have enjoyed our new book “Until I met Dudley” and are enjoying coming up with our own explanations for 
how things work.   

In Science we are learning about liquids and gases.   

Our Topic is Italy and volcanoes and we have enjoyed sharing photos and finding out about why volcanoes exist.   In French 
we are learning the French words for members of our families.  In PE we really enjoyed cricket on Friday, we are still learn-
ing how to work as a team and be supportive of each other, but it’s safe to say the children were buzzing by the end of the 
session! 

Barn Owls 

We have had a busy start to the half term in Barn Owls with some new topics and the annual event of World Book Day. The 

children have loved the WBD celebrations so far – and it has given us a chance to share and enjoy a range of different authors. 

They loved the visit from The Bookery from Crediton and listened so well.  Their own Book reviews have been well written.  

 The children will be learning about Plants, and growing and sowing in Science with Mrs. Leslie on Thursdays and Fridays.  We 

are extending some of our science learning  from last term in English by focusing on non-fiction texts, including one on Rocks.  

We are learning about the different style of writing in non-fiction, compared with our story writing from recently, and later we 

shall be writing our own non-fiction piece on fossils. 

We are continuing our History topic on the Romans in Britain: we have linked it with some Geography skills as the children 

have been designing their own Roman town based on the grid system, and they have been really fascinated by the develop-

ment of the Roman Road network in our country still today. They have learnt that Exeter was named “Isca Dumnoniorum” and 

several children have shared visits to Roman cities such as Bath. 

The weather has been fabulous and it has meant breaktimes outside have been very enjoyable. Our new PE topic is Tri-golf, 

which they are loving, and we shall be looking forward to our turn for 3 weeks of cricket later this term. 



Squirrels 

Squirrels have been super busy, as ever. We are currently researching facts to write a persuasive letter about an endan-
gered animal. The children will be choosing who to send it off to signed Squirrels class e.g. our MP, the Prime Minister, Da-
vid Attenborough etc. We have looked at using modal verbs to help us and how to create emotion with noun phrases.   As 
well as reading and writing, we have been finishing our unit on multiplication and division. We have started learning about 
short division and long multiplication. This week, we have also talked about which method is the most efficient to use for a 
calculation.  

In addition to swimming, we have been enjoying the extra cricket sessions on a Friday afternoon. In PSHE, we have been 
thinking about how some drugs are medicines and some, like tobacco, are harmful.  We have started our science unit on 
forces by labelling pushes and pulls and starting  to think about different types of forces.  The highlights of this week have 
been the visit by the Bookery when we selected our books and World Book Day. We have loved sharing our favourite books 
as part of World Book Day.  Lastly, a massive congratulations to all the children who took part in the gymnastic competition 
and well done on getting your certificates. 

Otters & Foxes 

Otters and Foxes have had a fantastic couple of weeks back after half term. In English, we have been learning 
about Ernest Shackleton and finding out facts to create a biography. We have also been revising our spelling, our 
punctuation and our grammar whenever we speak. Try asking your child to convert a sentence from the present 
tense to the past tense….maybe using some irregular verbs and possibly adding in some modal verbs – we love a 
challenge in Year 6!  

In Maths we have been using decimals and multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. Year 6 have enjoyed 
problem solving and using their mathematical language with decimals. They are also trying hard to speak in full 
sentences when talking about Maths to explain what they have noticed.  

Both classes have had a challenge to build the best type of boat out of tinfoil – it has been interesting watching 
the results. Thank you so much to the PTA for supporting our World Book Day. We absolutely loved our visit from 
The Bookery – it is always really exciting to see new books and get to listen to extracts and be inspired by reading.  

Thank you, as always, for all of your support at home – please continue to encourage TTRockstars, Spelling Frame 
and homework at home.  



 

                        PTA News & Events 

 

 

 
We hope you all had a super half term break. How wonderful it is to see the sunshine since we have been back to school! Thank 

you all for your support as always with our Discos and Wonka Bar purchases. We are aware that some missed the MyEd sales 
deadline for Wonka Bars so be sure to like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with PTA news! We will soon start planning for 

our Summer Fair so please do let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions. 
 

Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more information. As always, 
keep your ideas and requests coming in to  

PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk .  
 

Treasurer Position Filled! 
Thank you to all who inquired about the Treasurer role. This has now been filled and we look forward to welcoming our new 
treasurer in the new academic year. Kim will begin a steady handover shortly so there will be minimal disruption to our well 
organised PTA. 
Thank you as always for your support! 

 

Funding Books for the School 
The PTA was pleased to fund the purchase of a complete set of 24 top selling books from The Bookery. These books have been 
added to the School Library and are already proving to be popular with the children! 

 

Wonka Bars 
The Oompah Loompahs have been very busy in the Chocolate Factory! We had bumper sales this year and we had a fantastic 
time distributing hundreds of Chocolate Bars containing 14 Winning Golden Tickets on World Book Day. Thank you to all who 
purchased one and well done to our prize winners! 
Without generous donations from local businesses this would not have been possible. 
 

A very special thank you to: 
Class Cutz & The Beauty Room, Chulmleigh 
The Craft Room Workshops and Supplies, Chulmleigh 
Central Stores, Chulmleigh 

mailto:PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk


 

                        PTA News & Events 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We are always on the look out for helpers and greatly appreciate anything you can offer. If you would like to get involved with 
the PTA, please email PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk or find one of us around the school. Please keep a look out for 
more information on our upcoming events and as always thank you for your all your support. We look forward to a fun filled 
spring and summer! 

The PTA Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Up! 
 
Fri 28th March – Non-Uniform Day in exchange for do-
nations towards our Spring Hamper Raffle. 
 
With tickets for our Spring Hamper Raffle being sold 
for £1 each on MyEd. Draw date Fri 4th April. 
 
More information to follow! 

Next Committee 
Meeting 

Thurs 24th April. 

 

mailto:PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk


 



Remember - if you are concerned about a child or young person in Dev-

on and want to speak to someone, contact the MASH on 0345 155 1071 

and give as much information as you can. If you would prefer to com-

plete an online form, you can do so here: Child protection - What to do 

if you're worried about a child's safety? (devon.gov.uk)  

After-school LAMDA drama workshops held each Thurs-
day have proved to be a great success and children are 
going in confidence and their knowledge of performance 
skills week by week. We will eventually work towards a 
performance for parents and through drama games and 
script reading and lots of ensemble work the children are 
learning to work confidently as a team. 
If you think this is something that your child would be 
interested in please email for further details to: 
antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com 

A request to our ‘bus parents’! 
If your children) travels by school bus or taxi, please let us 
know by MyEd message or by telephone call  if the arrange-
ments are different to usual or if they will vary throughout the 
coming week. We will confirm that we have received your 
message. 
Messages in the home-school diaries can unfortunately get 
missed if classroom staff are absent, whereas messages 
online or by phone can reach various members of the Admin 
team even in Abby’s absence.  
Teachers check with their classes each morning and call out a 
bus register, but children can often get confused or not re-
member, so a message from home is essential!  
Many thanks!  

Please visit the Trust website to see our latest vacancies: 

Chulmleigh Academy Trust - Join Our Team - Vacancies at the Trust 

(chulmleigh.academy)  

Team Whizz Kidz London Marathon 2025  

This year, our amazing Mrs Niejadlik is fundraising towards Whizz Kidz' vital services for young  wheelchair users. 
Please sponsor her and help Whizz Kidz  create opportunities for young wheelchair  users to get the equipment, 
skills, and confidence to go further in life. It's unacceptable that young wheelchair users face so many obstacles 
in their lives. From inaccessible spaces to negative attitudes, it's time to change the status-quo urgently. With 
your support, we can create a world where every young person can reach their full potential.  

You can donate to her fundraising page here. 

 Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Your details are safe with JustGiving - they'll never 
sell them on or send unwanted emails. Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to the charity. The 
more people that know about Whizz-Kidz, the greater the impact will be in helping more young wheelchair users 
become independent. Please spread the word by sharing Mrs Niejadlik’s page far and wide, with your friends, 
colleagues and as many people as you can reach. 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/
mailto:antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Join+Our+Team+%2D+Vacancies+at+the+Trust&pid=171
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Join+Our+Team+%2D+Vacancies+at+the+Trust&pid=171
https://www.justgiving.com/page/theresa-niejadlik-1726307476287?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Ftheresa-niejadlik-1726307476287&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share


 

 

 

Our after-school sports clubs continue on Monday 24th February 2025 

You can book places by following the links below: 

 

KS1 Football—Monday 24th February 2025 - Monday 31st March ( 6 Weeks ) 
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1.html 
  
TKS1 + KS2 Multi Skills—Tuesday 25th February 2025 - Tuesday 1st April ( 6 Weeks ) 
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-multi-skills-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1-and-
ks2.html 
  
KS2 - Football—Wednesday 26th February 2025 - Wednesday 2nd April ( 6 Weeks ) 
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks2.html 
  
Girls Football—Thursday 27th February 2025 - Thursday 3rd April ( 6 Weeks ) 
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-girl-s-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school.html  

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-multi-skills-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1-and-ks2.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-multi-skills-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1-and-ks2.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks2.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd4-girl-s-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school.html


Violin lessons for Year 3, 4 5 and 6 children 

 

We have a few spaces left for shared violin lessons this term. 

Shared lessons ( 2 pupils ) 

10 x 20-minute lesson - £54 per pupil 

10 x 30-minute lesson - £80 per pupil 

Lessons are on a Friday in school time and we have brand new violins that the children can use. 

Please contact Louise at l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com if you are interested. 

 

Chulmleigh Repair Cafe  

Saturday 22nd March 1 till 4, in Chulmleigh Town Hall . 

 

Bring your broken items to be repaired.  

There will be the usual tool-sharpening, sewing (including upholstery), carpentry related repairs, bicycle and small 
electrical repairs along with P.A.T. testing for a small donation. 

There will also be an activity for the kids. Beverages and Claire's yummy cakes will be available, too!  

Looking forward to seeing you all. 

mailto:l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

