
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

Friday 30  January 2026th

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

The Spring term is well underway and despite the awful weather,
our spirits are certainly not dampened at Chulmleigh Primary! Over
the past two weeks, there has been the usual flurry of activity. 

Highlights have included Year 3 visiting the RAMM in Exeter as part
of their Roman history unit. Year 4 visiting Rosemoor Gardens to
enhance their art unit on sculpture. Year R and Year 6 both visiting
Exmoor Zoo for their nocturnal and adaption learning in science. 

Year 5 have been loving their Forest school Fridays and Bikeability
sessions last week, with Year 1 also writing some fantastic
questions and sentences based on their penguin text. 

During our recent OPAL assembly, the children suggested some great ideas. They have asked for more scooters,
balance bikes, outdoor toys and games to play with. If you think you might have any of these at home that you no
longer need and could donate to school, please do contact Rachel in the office to let us know. I know the children will
love giving them another lease of life during OPAL time! 



        Latest News
To help celebrate World Religion Day, we discussed why cultural diversity and respect are vital attributes for
everyone to practise in life. The children were confident at recalling key facts from their Religious Education
(RE) lessons about the 6 main religions in the world and were surprised to hear that there are actually over
4,000 recognised religions across the world. The children were eager to learn what the main similarities were
amongst the main religions and knew that celebrating the different religions helps us to practise diversity and
respect in a meaningful way. 

As part of World Religion Day, we were very lucky to have Jeanine and Jeremy come into visit every Key Stage 2
class this week and share their Buddhism beliefs and way of life with all the children. The workshops were
interactive, fun and very informative. Jeanine and Jeremy were very impressed with the children’s behaviour
as well as their mature, thought provoking and reflective questions. They travelled all the way from Ivybridge
and said that the long journey was worth it to see how enthralled and inquisitive all the classes were!



As you know, Chulmleigh Primary and the Academy Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve attendance and
punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to every child’s attainment and progress. I meet fortnightly with
Devon’s Attendance Improvement Officer (AIO) who questions each child’s attendance percentage across the school and
investigates any patterns or trends they can see emerging. A couple of pieces of advice to help improve punctuality and
attendance at school from the AIO are: 

Know exactly when you need to be at your destination and subtract ten or fifteen minutes to establish your arrival time. This
will give you time to go to the bathroom or chat with friends. What time are you expected to be seated in your classroom. If
class begins at 8:50, you should arrive at the school by 8:45 and be in your seat at 8:50. 

Get enough sleep. If you have trouble getting out of bed in the morning, then make a considerable effort to get to bed earlier.
Sufficient sleep is essential for maximum brain function anyway, so you really do not want to ignore this aspect of your
scholastic habits.

Last year, the government published advice for schools which we need to adhere to. This includes making parents aware of the
link between good attendance and good attainment in school. 

 
This document can be viewed at: Attendance campaign communications toolkit for schools (windows.net)

       Latest News

Thank you all for your continued support.
 
With kind regards,
 
Martin Evely and all staff from Chulmleigh Primary School.

As part of our school improvement in trying to close the language gap in Early Years, staff are regularly attending Inclusion drop in
sessions. The purpose of a drop-in is for staff within school to discuss a concern regarding an individual child, group of children or
theme across the school. During the drop-in, the team may ask about a child’s background, the current situation, educational
needs and previous involvement. The team may recommend strategies, approaches or resources to support further or may
signpost to other services for further advice. After the drop-in, additional support may be offered to schools, where required,
from the Education, Quality and Inclusion Team. As part of these sessions, staff can only discuss your child by name if you give
permission for this to happen. More details can be found at: Locality (Schools) Education Quality and Inclusion Drop Ins Parental
Consent.doc

A reminder of our 3 school improvement priorities are below: 

        
Chulmleigh Primary School’s Improvement Priorities 2025-2026
� Student Outcomes - To improve attainment and progress in writing attainment in all year groups so the gap between reading
and writing continues to narrow. 
� Culture – to ensure that learning environments are consistent across the school so they are motivational and ambitious for all.
(AET guidance, working walls, language, tidiness)
� Accessible to all – closing the language gap in EYFS. Developing our 2-year-old provision. (Includes consistency of IEPs across
the school.)

https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicDocs/Education/IQD7hC8bwktUSbLhu1DbI2sgAQxzyvrTEtxArS8rj2guEEY?rtime=DbQnNhdd3kg
https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicDocs/Education/IQD7hC8bwktUSbLhu1DbI2sgAQxzyvrTEtxArS8rj2guEEY?rtime=DbQnNhdd3kg


What’s On - Week Commencing 

Monday 2
February

nd Tuesday 3
February

rd Wednesday 4
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th Thursday 5
February

th Friday 6
February

th

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football



Monday 9
February

th Tuesday 10
February

th Wednesday
11  Februaryth

Thursday 12
February

th Friday 13
February

th

Lunchtime
Clubs

Years 5 & 6
Boys Footballs

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

What’s On - Week Commencing 

Dear Parents/Carers

Headlice 
 
We are currently noticing a high number of children in school with head lice. Anyone can get head lice, mainly through direct
head-to-head contact but also from sharing hats, brushes and other personal items.
 
Headlice are a problem in many communities and do not reflect poor hygiene.
 
Please do your part to prevent the spread of this communicable condition by checking your child(ren) daily for the next few
weeks, and on a regular basis thereafter and treating as necessary. Lice infestation is much easier to treat if caught early.
 
More information about head lice and how to treat them can be found on the NHS website: Head lice and nits - NHS
(www.nhs.uk)
 
 
Many thanks
Chulmleigh Primary School



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

We had a great time at Exmoor Zoo last week. The children were AMAZING at the zoo. They listened to the
adults, walked sensibly around the zoo and asked some great questions. We couldn’t have wished for a better
class! Despite a bit of rain, the animals were eager to meet the children. We even had a few glimpses of the
Exmoor Beast! I am sure you are already aware of the owl who did a very big poo during our zoo keeper talk!

In maths we have learnt how to double a number and how to combine two groups to find the total.

The children have also been writing sentences using their sound knowledge to spell words. We have focused
on being able to read back a sentence to an adult, pointing to each word as they say it.

We have been busy in our preschool room focusing on writing our initial sound in our name and getting our letter
formation right, the children have blown us away with how clever they are.

We have changed our construction area and enjoyed making roads for our cars as well as towers and bridges.
 
In the toddler room we have focused on our ‘Ice’ theme and the children have used their gross motor skills to paint an
ice palace, we have also made melted snowmen biscuits.



Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

Class News

In maths, we have started our topic linked to Shape. The children have been developing their understanding of 2D
and 3D shapes. They are learning to recognise, name and describe different shapes, as well as explore their
properties. We are also focusing on symmetry and have been identifying lines of symmetry. The children have
enjoyed using mirrors and a range of shapes to explore vertical and horizontal lines of symmetry. Children can
continue this learning at home by going on a shape hunt. You are welcome to send in photos from the shape hunt,
which we would love to share and talk about in class. 

In English, the children have been working hard finishing off their independent stories and improving their sentence
writing by taking part in a daily dictation activity. This regular practice is helping them to improve their spelling,
punctuation, handwriting and sentence structure, and we are very pleased with the progress they are making. 

We are excited about our upcoming school trips - please see the dates below. 
Tuesday 28  April     Tiverton Castle th

Thursday 11th June  Rosemoor
Tuesday 14th July      Westward Ho! 

It has been another busy couple of weeks in Year 1! 
 
In Phonics, we have been learning the different ways to make the ‘s’ sound and have now moved onto different ways of
making an ‘oa’ sound. The children have been working so hard on their handwriting, making sure their letters are formed
correctly and the tall letters stand tall, and the descenders go beneath the line. 
 
In English, we have finished looking at the book ‘Could a penguin ride a bike?’. The children have been writing silly
questions to match the pictures, and have also been writing answers to their questions. The next book we will be looking
at is ‘Where the wild things are’ by Maurice Sendak. 
 
In maths, we have been carrying on with place value to 20. We have been thinking closely about the number line to 20 and
the composition of these numbers. The children have also been thinking about the word ‘estimating’ and how we can work
out where a number goes on a number line when we only have a start and end number. They were amazing at this! 
 
In science, we have started our ‘Materials’ topic. We have been talking about different materials and whether they are
natural or man-made. We then described the properties of these materials. We have also been learning about how every
object is made from a material, so we have been investigating to see if we can work out what different objects are made
from. 
 
In geography, we have been learning about maps and symbols as part of our ‘Bright lights, Big City’ topic. We looked at a
map of the Chulmleigh area and then guessed what we thought some of the common symbols on a map were. The
children then had a go at drawing some of these, and then created their own map and included some of the symbols they
had learnt. 
 
In RE, we have been continuing to learn about how Jews live. We have been looking at the Torah and the story of David
and Goliath. 

In PSHE, we are looking at friendship and how we can be a good friend, as well as thinking of ways to solve disagreements. 
 
The children have also been playing the glockenspiels in time with a song we are learning in music. They are learning to
play the notes ‘C’ and ‘D’ whilst trying to keep in time with the music. It sounds lovely when they are all playing together! 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support



Class News
Dragonflies

Year 2 have had great fun in PE exploring the gym apparatus, continuing to work hard on
balancing and stretching techniques! 



Barn Owls

Class News

Bumblebees

Barn Owls had a fantastic trip to RAMM in Exeter to learn about Romans in Devon. We were able to handle artefacts and
found out how the Romans went to the toilet and what they did instead of using toilet paper, Year 3 found this
fascinating! 

Everyone also designed an oil lamp, had a go at writing Latin, made a mosaic and dressed up in Roman clothes. We also
had a tour of the museum and saw the Seaton hoard of Roman coins which was also fascinating. 

We are very grateful to the volunteer helpers that came with us to make this trip able to happen, thank you! 

We have started a new writing topic based on The Iron Man and Barn Owls have started to really improve their writing
and use new vocabulary and incorporate the grammar that they are learning into their writing. 

In science we have had great fun finding things that are magnetic and not magnetic. 

Thank you, as always, for your support with asking your child to complete Spelling Frame and TTRockstars, this really
helps to train their brains!

Bumblebees enjoyed a fantastic visit to RHS Rosemoor last week. 

We looked at lots of different sculptures around the garden and then made our own sculptures out of clay and
natural materials that we found around the garden.

We have also been busy learning to multiply a three-digit number by a one-digit number in maths.

In English we finished writing our myths and have just begun our new book. 

Today we have enjoyed a workshop on Buddhism, where we learnt that everything changes and that is ok. 

In science we continue our learning about sound and are enjoying lots of different experiments.



Class News
Bumblebees



Squirrels

Class News

Wow! What a hectic start to term it has been! Squirrels are on fire! They have absolutely aced swimming. They
are all getting in confidently and really putting their all into their lessons with Wendy, despite our coach being
late this week!!. Wendy has been blown away by them. 

We have some super star bike riders who have completed Level 1 or/and 2 of Bikeability. It is amazing to see
that so many children have got involved and a massive thank you to all of you for your support in getting bikes
in, waterproofs together and all the other kit, it is really appreciated. To add to that, all the children have had a
Forest School session and I know that Mrs Jackson has been really proud of them. What a well-rounded bunch
they are and getting ready for the world beyond the classroom! 
 
We have been busy inside as well. They have written some excellent versions of I am Cat by Jackie Morris. We
will publish them with artwork and share them. 

We have started a new unit all about Our Planet linked to the Netflix series with David Attenborough which has
an accompanying book. 

We have carried on learning how to multiply two two-digit numbers using formal methods. 

In science, we have been learning more about Earth and Space by learning how the Earth’s movement affects
our seasons, time zones and daylight. 

The children have started learning the song We Will Rock You and they are looking forward to adding
instruments. 

We have also been designing on our games in computing. 

These are just the highlights. A massive thank you once again for your support, as ever. 



Otters

Class News

What an amazing time we had at Exmoor Zoo! 

We were really lucky with the weather and we got to see all of the animals. We even played hide and
seek with the Exmoor Beast named Baghera as she kept hiding and then jumping up at the window, it
was so much fun! We got up close to some of the animals during our workshop on classification,
including: an owl, a giant snail, a snake and a millipede. It was a great day, and the children were amazing
(as always!) 
 
The class have settled into their new routine of having separate English and maths lessons, this is
working really well and the children are thriving. 

In English they have been planning and writing their own gothic tales and in maths they have been
introduced to algebra and ratio, ask them about their ratio dance!
 
They have loved going to the sports hall each week and playing badminton, they are amazing at it!
 
As always, thank you for your continued support. 



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom White – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity Stroud - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Forest School
Squirrels have had a fantastic start to Forest School playing games in the mud and rain which
they have absolutely relished! They have also whittled amazingly with knives after learning the
safety of their blood bubble. Some children have made wood cookies by sawing and drilling using
the hand drills. There has been some fantastic shelter building, we were wishing for it to rain to
test them but, the one time we needed it, it just didn’t happen! 

At the beginning and the end of each session we have a check in where everyone says how they
are feeling and what they are looking forward to. At the end they say what they have enjoyed. It
has been lovely to hear their comments, especially at the end of the session “I feel happy”, “I feel
calm”, “I have enjoyed everything”.



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

PTA News & Events
 With our Spring Term events starting today we really hope the children have a great time at our first
Break the Rules Day! It was suggested by them so please do encourage them to pass on their ideas. 

 
Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for

more information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-
primary.devon.sch.uk

Coming soon in February…
 School Disco!

Thank you as always for your support!
Your PTA team



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



        Clubs



Additional Information



A big well done!

   How exciting it was for the girls to have their first ever game of football
for Chulmleigh U11 Girls. They played Hatherleigh U11 Girls and had a

fabulous fun time!

Well done girls!



LAMDA News

Well done to the students that took part in their
LAMDA examinations and came away with a

distinction as a group.


