
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

Friday 13  February 2026th

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

 
We cannot believe how quickly the spring term is racing by already! All classes are continuing to relish their
new learning units. Highlights from across the school in the last two weeks include: the school council
getting a visit from Ian Roome MP (thanks to Ms Keen for organising), Year 5 making and eating apple
crumble in their forest school sessions, Year 1 excelling at creating their Valentine’s art creations, Year 4
exploring different pitches in science and Year 2 investigating the strength of their wind catchers as part of
their geography learning. 



        Latest News

This week, to mark ‘Safer Internet Day’, we discussed different Artificial Intelligence (AI) scenarios
using resources from the UK Safer Internet Centre whose mission it is to “Make the internet a better
place for children and young people.” They are a partnership between Childnet International, Internet
Watch Foundation and South West Grid for Learning. 

The children had to explain whether they thought each AI scenario was a good idea or not and the
reasons why. Additionally, we also discussed the impact that being online can have on our mental
health and wellbeing as part of Children’s Mental Health Week. All staff commented on how sensible,
mature, and knowledgeable the children were on keeping themselves safe online during their PSHE
lessons. Below are some of the scenarios discussed. 

For more tips and guidance on how to keep your child/ren safe online at home, please follow the
link: Parents and Carers - UK Safer Internet Centre



We are delighted to be welcoming The Bookery on Thursday 5th March to celebrate World Book Day with us.
They will bring their Top Titles for 2026 which include a fantastic selection of the best recently published
books for children aged 3-12. 

There are graphic novels, adventure, fantasy, scary books, a football story, non-fiction, the most colourful
picture books, and the return of Gordon, the meanest goose. Books are discounted for the event with two
for £10 or one for £6. Please send money in an envelope with your child’s name, indicating if siblings are
sharing money. We hope you will support us in encouraging every child to read for pleasure. This is such an
important event to promote the love of reading as books as part of the National Year of Reading from the
National Literacy Trust. 

Depressingly, last year, the National Literacy Trust’s annual reading survey found that the percentage of
children and young people who said they enjoyed reading was its lowest in 20 years. Just 1 in 3 (32.7%)
children and young people aged 8 to 18 said that they enjoyed reading in their free time in 2025. This marks
a 36% decrease in reading enjoyment levels since the National Literacy Trust started asking about this in
2005. Worryingly, the drop in reading enjoyment over the last year has been especially steep among
primary-aged children and boys, particularly boys aged 11 to 16. 

We are hoping that we are helping to buck this trend by promoting the love of reading throughout the
school year by organising Bookery author visits, book fayres, Appledore reading festival visits and the
numerous visits to the local library. 

For more information, please follow the links: 
Children and young people's reading in 2025 | National Literacy Trust
National Year of Reading 2026 | National Literacy Trust

       Latest News



As you know, Chulmleigh Primary and the Academy Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve
attendance and punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to every child’s attainment and
progress. As a reminder, the Education Act (1996) states that parents have a legal responsibility in ensuring
that their child/ren attends school. 

Section 7 of The Education Act (1996) states that:
The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time education
suitable –
(a) to his age, ability and aptitude, and
(b) to any special educational needs, he may have, either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

This means that the parent of a child registered at a school has a legal duty to ensure the child’s regular
attendance. Failure to fulfil this duty is an offence under Section 444 of The Education Act (1996) and could
result in a penalty notice or prosecution.

Following the implementation of The Anti-Social Behaviour Act (2003), it is possible that certain cases of
unauthorised absence can be dealt with by way of a penalty notice.
Penalty notices offer a means for swift intervention which the County Council will use to combat truancy
problems before they become entrenched. The local authority Code of Conduct provides that the power to
use penalty notices is applied consistently and fairly and that suitable administrative arrangements are in
place.

A parent of a child of compulsory school age, whose attendance has been unsatisfactory, may be required to
pay a penalty notice, currently £80.00 if paid within 21 days or £160.00 if paid within 28 days.

If a parents fail to pay a fixed penalty notice, the case reverts back to a Section 444 (1) of The Education Act
(1996) offence and parents/carers will face prosecution in the Magistrates Court.

We know that children will become ill and this means they need to be kept off of school. NHS Devon have
produced a useful APP which gives you advice on how to treat common childhood conditions. This can be
found at: HANDi Paediatric app: advice for common childhood conditions - One Devon

       Latest News

Thank you all for your continued support.
 
With kind regards,
 
Martin Evely and all staff from Chulmleigh Primary School.



What’s On - Week Commencing 

Monday 23
February

rd Tuesday 24
February

th Wednesday
25  Februaryth

Thursday 26
February

th Friday 27th
February

First day back
after half term

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

Dear Parents/Carers

Headlice 
 
We are currently noticing a high number of children in school with head lice. Anyone can get head lice, mainly through direct
head-to-head contact but also from sharing hats, brushes and other personal items.
 
Headlice are a problem in many communities and do not reflect poor hygiene.
 
Please do your part to prevent the spread of this communicable condition by checking your child(ren) daily for the next few
weeks, and on a regular basis thereafter and treating as necessary. Lice infestation is much easier to treat if caught early.
 
More information about head lice and how to treat them can be found on the NHS website: Head lice and nits - NHS
(www.nhs.uk)
 
 
Many thanks
Chulmleigh Primary School



Monday 2
March

nd Tuesday 3
March

rd Wednesday 4
March

th Thursday 5
March

th Friday 6
March 

th

World Book
Day!

(More details
below)

Lunchtime
Clubs

Years 5 & 6
Boys Footballs

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

What’s On - Week Commencing 

We are delighted to be welcoming The Bookery on Thursday 5  March to celebrate World Book Day with us. th

They will bring their Top Titles for 2026 which include a fantastic selection of the best recently published books for
children aged 3-12. Books are discounted for the event with two for £10 or one for £6. 

Please send money in an envelope with your child’s name, indicating if siblings are sharing money. We hope you will
support us in encouraging every child to read for pleasure.

The theme for World Book Day is reading for pleasure. Please can children
come in whatever clothes they like for reading for pleasure. They can also
bring in what they like to read for pleasure to discuss with their class. 



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

We wanted to spread some love around the school this week. The Lions made some heart shaped shortbread
biscuits. They delivered these to the adults in the school to make them smile! They also enjoyed eating a
biscuit of their own!

We continued our community tour of Chulmleigh by visiting the Chulmleigh Fire Station. We had such an
AMAZING time exploring the fire engine, trying on the equipment and learning about the different ways the
fire service helps us. Lots of the children now want to be firefighters!

We also learnt how to keep safe when using computers and tablets. The children learnt about Smartie the
Penguin who made great choices when using his computer.

We braved the weather and went outside to make food for the birds! We used lard, bird seed and pine cones to make
feeders full of food. It was wet and lots of fun!

We've also been busy creating lovely pictures in write dance, cooking delicious biscuits, singing and playing instruments
and engaging in lots of maths games. It's been a fantastic term so far!



Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

Class News

I can’t believe we are at the end of another half-term already! 
 
Our phonics lessons have consisted of learning the alternative ways to make the ‘j’ sound, and we have also
looked at the other ways we can make ‘l’. The children have been carefully sounding out words and applying
their new knowledge when writing words we have discussed in Phonics lessons. 
 
We have been really enjoying our new book, ‘Where the wild things are’. The children have written predictions
about the book before we read it. We have explored the new vocabulary in the book, like ‘gnashed’, ‘tamed’,
‘mischief’ and used these words within our sentence writing. The children have also been working hard on
adding suffixes to words, such as ‘er’, ‘est’, ‘ing’, ‘ed’. We have started the planning process to help us write our
own story sentences about Max and the wild things! We will be carrying on after half-term. 
 
In maths, we have been adding by counting on. We have been using our number bonds knowledge to 10 to
help us spot patterns with number bonds to 20. We have been using lots of manipulatives to help us,
especially the numicon. We have used this to help us show doubles too. We have now moved on to subtraction
using our number bonds knowledge. We are using number lines to help us remember to go backwards.
 
In science, we made predictions whether certain objects will float or sink. We then did the experiment and put
each one into water. We loved seeing which objects were submerged! 
 
We have also completed the second layer of our paper mache Valentine’s bowls which will be going home this
week. The children have also designed and made a Valentines day card.
 
I hope you all have a lovely half-term break and as always, thank you for your continued support! 

In Year 2 maths, we have started a new topic all about money. The children will be learning to recognise and
use different coins and notes, and to understand their value. You can support your child at home by
encouraging them to handle real coins, talk about prices when shopping, or practice giving change in
everyday situations. 
 
After half term, we are looking forward to beginning some fantastic new topics. 

In history, we will be learning about castles and medieval life, exploring what life was like in the past and why
castles were built. We will compare medieval life to present day, learn about motte and bailey castles and
look at the range of roles people had within a castle. 
 
In science, we will start our topic on plants. Children will learn about what plants need to grow, how they stay
healthy, and the different parts of flowering plants. 

Two of our upcoming trips will help aid the learning in both history and science as we look forward to our
trips to Tiverton castle and Rosemoor gardens. 
 
We hope you have a restful and enjoyable half term.



Barn Owls

Class News

Bumblebees

Barn Owls have been finishing off our topic on Romans this week. We have been looking at Roman Villas
and the Latin names for the rooms in them. We have also been designing mosaic patterns for the floors! 

In science, we have been testing the strength of magnets and looking at the points of a compass to give
directions. 

We have been finishing our English unit based on The Iron Man. I have been so proud of the efforts that
Barn Owls have put into their writing, what an improvement! Everyone is trying really hard to improve
their handwriting, their vocabulary and their sentence structure, well done Barn Owls! 

In maths we are learning about length and perimeter and using rulers to measure cm, mm and m. 

Thank you to all of you for supporting your child with their TTRS this week, the heatmaps are improving
daily. 

Have a fantastic half term break and thank you for all of your support.
 

Bumblebees have had lots of fun in maths learning about equivalent lengths. 

We went out onto the playground to measure the length of it in metres. We measured 34m and 67cm.
This helped us to understand that 1km is a long way because it is 1000m! 

In English, we have been practising fronted adverbials and expanded noun phrases in our writing.

We enjoyed learning about Safer Internet Day, we joined a live lesson about staying safe online and
being careful of AI. We then wrote the lyrics to a song about being safe on the Internet, we put the lyrics
into an AI music generator page to turn it into a song. https://musicgeneratorai.com/music/2f838019-
d3c9-4a4f-9ec5-d8576d39da22
https://musicgeneratorai.com/music/541c961c-ed0b-4e7a-8874-e73c95eaf4ef 

We have also been learning about Children’s Mental Health Week and how a sense of belonging is good
for our mental health, we attended a live lesson with the School of Kindness.



Squirrels
Year 5 continue to have an extremely busy term. 

In maths, we have started to learn short division and are practising this. This is the last part
of our multiplication and division unit which we will finish soon. 

We have been learning about biomes in geography and are writing about them in our English
lessons. We have been thinking about how to use different types of clauses to add
information to our writing. 

In science, we have finished learning about Earth and Space by learning all about the moon
and Earth. 
 
The children have continued to enjoy Forest School. They had a bumper cooking sessions
last week which they really enjoyed and have enjoyed their final session this week. 

We are halfway through swimming and the improvement especially in the least confident
swimmers has been remarkable. The children have been a real credit to the school with this,
well done to them! 

They have also learnt lots about puberty and how their bodies change. They have shown a
lot of maturity with this. Hope you have a fantastic half term and look forward to seeing you
when we come back.
 

 

 

Class News



Otters

Class News

Wow! What a half term! 

Year 6 have been as amazing as they always are and have worked incredibly hard in all subjects.
They have adapted to the separate maths and English groups, transitioning between each lesson
well and have been showing both Mrs Healey and I what amazing progress they are making. 

They have loved their art work this half term, creating their own Northern Lights images. Every
Friday afternoon, they have loved creating images to music as a warm up and then focusing on
different skills linking to their final pieces which we are looking forward to displaying. 
 
Our PE day is changing after half term from Thursday to Friday so our new days will be Monday and
Friday. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Your children make me smile every single day and
they are an absolute pleasure to teach. 

Wishing you all a restful half term break!



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom White – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity Stroud - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Forest School
Forest School Squirrels had an amazing week cooking on the fire in Forest School. 

They all took a part in making an apple crumble in the Dutch Oven and some damper bread as well
as some chocolate bananas and smores. 

Everyone learnt about the safe fire position and everyone was extremely sensible around the fire.



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

PTA News & Events
 

We have lots planned after half term so there is lots to look forward to. Break the Rules Day was a huge success
and it’s safe to say the children had great fun! Have a wonderful half term break. 

 
Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more

information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Collection bags have been sent home with
children this week but donations can be

dropped off in any plastic bag.
Time to have a Spring Clean over Half Term!

Break the Rules Day



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

Thank you as always for your support!
Your PTA team



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



        Clubs

Links for booking.......

Monday - KS1 Football - Monday 23rd February 2026 to Monday 23rd March 2026
https://www.abler.io/shop/pafc/afterschoolclubs/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NTMzODQ=?
 
Tuesday - KS1 & KS2 Multi Skills - Tuesday 24th February 2026 - Tuesday 31st March 2026
https://www.abler.io/shop/pafc/afterschoolclubs/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NTMzODU=?
 
Wednesday - KS2 Football - Wednesday 25th February 2026 - Wednesday 1st April 2026
https://www.abler.io/shop/pafc/afterschoolclubs/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NTMzODY=?
 
Thursday - Girl's KS1 + KS2 Football - Thursday 26th February 2026 - Thursday 2nd April 2026​
https://www.abler.io/shop/pafc/afterschoolclubs/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NTMzODc=?



Additional Information


