
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

Friday 6  March 2026th

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

I cannot believe this is the last newsletter I am going to write as Head of School at Chulmleigh Primary School! I
would like to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU to all the children, parents and staff for making me feel so welcome and at
home for the past 3 years.

It has been an absolute honour and privilege being the Head of School here. I have loved every minute and am very
proud of everything we have achieved together to improve the school. I hope that I have left the school in a better
place than when I started. I know CPS will continue to thrive and flourish due to everyone’s dedication, passion and
hard work. I would also like to say a huge thank you for all the cards, gifts and good wishes given to me over the last
few weeks. I have been truly humbled by it all and there will always be a special place for CPS in my heart. As I have
told many of you, I could quite happily stay here until I retire! However, I feel the time is right for a new challenge
and adventure. I have many wonderful memories of CPS which will stay with me forever. I can say with complete
honesty that CPS children and families have been a joy to work with. We have children who are full of compassion,
who care for one another and live our values every single day. They make us extremely proud and I know they will all
go on to achieve many great things in life. 

Highlights of my time at Chulmleigh include Christmas performances, trips, assemblies, residentials, teaching,
fayres, sports days, our ‘Good’ Ofsted and many, many more. 

March continues to be a busy month for all of us with many different events occurring. All classes are continuing to
enjoy their new learning units. Highlights from across the school include, World Book Day celebrations, Year 6
looking smart in their new leavers hoodies, the well-attended PTA disco (thank you to all the parent and staff
volunteers who helped with the event), and Lions going on a walk around the town looking for and recording signs of
Spring – they found many different examples! 



        Latest News
I am very proud to announce that Isabella in Year 3 and Cohen in Year 5 have been successful in being selected for the
North Devon Virtual Gymnastic finals. Several entries from across the school were sent via digital recordings to the
judges for this virtual event as part our gymnastic lessons. Out of over one hundred entries for each year group from
many different North Devon schools, Isabella and Cohen have made it through to the virtual North Devon final. We are
so proud of them both for reaching the finals amongst such a talented pool of North Devon children. Good luck to you
both for the finals day! This is the third year running that Chulmleigh pupils have made it to the final which is a huge
achievement. A big thanks to Mrs Welch as ever for entering our children into this event as PE Lead across the school. 

In assembly, we have celebrated LGBTQ+ History month (February) across the world. The children were reminded of
why we celebrate this important month and how history has not always been kind to everyone. During the assembly
and PSHE lessons, the children learnt about some of the real pioneers in changing history and laws to make everyone
feel safe and valued. They learnt about 5 important artists who have used art and their influences to challenge
homophobia and discrimination across the world. As usual, the children were keen to learn more about what they can
do to make the world a better place to live and to call out the injustices in the world. Additionally, the children also
learned about the 9 protected characteristics we have in the UK and why we must follow them as part of our British
values and beliefs. As ever, the children’s mature and thoughtful responses left me in no doubt that Chulmleigh
children are going to be fighting injustice and inequalities in years to come. 

Finally, I would just like to say another massive thanks again for all your good wishes regarding my new exciting adventure. I
really have loved my time at Chulmleigh and wish the children, parents and staff all the very best for the future.

I am hoping to return in the final week of the Summer term to say goodbye to the Year 6 children and wish them good luck in
their next chapter as they have asked if I would do that. 

This isn’t goodbye but see you soon!
 
Thank you all for your continued support as ever. 

With Kind Regards

Martin Evely and all staff from Chulmleigh Primary School.



What’s On - Week Commencing 
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March
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Years 4 & 5
Residential
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residential trip. 
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Lunchtime
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 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

What’s On - Week Commencing 



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers
We have had lots of fun in Nursery! Our topic this term is growing and so we have been creating a giant
beanstalk and getting messy in our trays planting and scooping. 

We've also started growing lots of cress to eat next week. It's been interesting for the children to learn all
about planting and growing.

We enjoyed some yummy pancakes on Tuesday, followed by some pancake races outside. 

The sun has started to make an appearance, so we have loved exploring our outdoor area for signs
of Spring. The children noticed the daffodils and used pastels to make some beautiful observational
drawings.

We have almost learnt all our green sounds and the children have enjoyed applying these sounds to
spell words in their sentence dictation activities. 

In maths the children have been exploring the numbers 9 and 10. 

The children have been using dominoes, Numicon and 10 frames to represent and explore the
composition of each number.



Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

Class News

It has been another busy and exciting few weeks in Year 2!

In maths, we have continued our learning all about money. The children have been working hard to make different
amounts in a variety of ways, using coins to show their understanding. We are really impressed with how they are
beginning to recognise coins and calculate totals.

In English, we have been thoroughly enjoying our work based on The Bog Baby by Jeanne Willis. The children were very
intrigued to discover a small habitat that appeared in our classroom, containing clues linked to the story! This sparked
lots of excitement, discussion and wonderful ideas for writing. We have also been focusing carefully on letter formation
and handwriting, and we are seeing great improvements across the class. Well done, Year 2!

In history, we are continuing our learning about medieval life. The children have been exploring the features of castles
and learning about the different jobs people had in medieval times. They have enjoyed imagining what life might have
been like during this fascinating period.

Year 2 are very happy to be outdoors again for PE. We have started practising our cricket skills and are working on our
throwing, catching and batting. Let’s hope Spring is truly here to stay so we can enjoy more of our lessons outside!

In RE, the children impressed us in their final lesson on Islam by showing how much they have learned during this unit.
We have now begun a new topic exploring why Easter matters to Christians and how it may be celebrated. We are
looking forward to developing our understanding over the coming weeks.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

It has been a lovely first week back with the children. They have settled straight back in and have been working
super hard.
 
In Phonics, we have been continuing to work through the alternative ways to make different sounds. This week,
we have been looking at different ways to make ‘yoo’ and the long ‘oo’ sound. 
 
 We have now learnt all of the Year 1 Common exception words, so we will continue to speed up our recognition
of these, as well as practising the spellings.
 
In maths, we have now moved on to place value within 50. We have been looking at how many ‘ones’ make up a
number, and how many ‘tens’ this is. We have also been practising to count up to 50, recognising the patterns. 
 
In English, the children have written their our own story sentences about Max and the Wild Things. The children
have really enjoyed the planning process, and have used their plans to help them write each day. They have also
been great at spotting the suffixes ‘er’, ‘ing’ and ‘est’. We have now moved on to thinking about how to write A
Guide to the Wild Things. 
 
In Topic, we have moved on to ‘Houses and Homes’. The children looked at the different types of houses, such as
terraced, semi-detached, flats etc. They then drew their own home and discussed what type of house they lived
in.
 
In PE, we have moved on to cricket. The children were practising their bowling techniques by using an overarm
throw and keeping their arm straight. We have also practised striking the ball with the bat too. 
 
In music, we have used the glockenspiels to learn a simple rhythm to our new song. They have used the notes C,
D and F.
 
We have also enjoyed a fun and action-packed World Book Day this week! 



Barn Owls

Class News

Bumblebees

Barn Owls have started their new topic of an introduction to Europe focusing on France. 

We are just finishing off our topic of length and perimeter in maths and are just about to start
our new unit on fractions. 

Everyone has made a fantastic effort at learning their times tables and we now have 3 green
heatmaps which is fantastic in Year 3! Keep trying! 

In french we are starting to learn about families and in English we are getting ready to write an
amazing information sheet about foxes. 

Please ask your child about the new words that they have learnt, some are amazing! 

In science we have been looking at animals, including humans and have been looking at the
different kinds of food that make up a healthy diet. 

Thank you, as always, for your amazing support at home. 

Bumblebees have been busy in maths learning about fractions and have practiced fractions on the
ANTON app. 

In English we have been working hard on getting our handwriting neater. We have enjoyed our new
topic of learning about Italy and volcanoes. This week we learnt about what happened to Pompeii in
79AD and how it was rediscovered years later by accident. 

In science we have started learning about states of matter. 

We are still enjoying gymnastics in PE and are working well together in small groups to come up with
routines. 



Squirrels

Class News

Squirrels have been working extremely hard to fit in all our learning before the residential next week.

We have begun a new unit in English where we have started to read the book The Promise in order to
write a piece of work based on it. The children have learnt about modal verbs and adverbs of
possibility which they will use in their final piece. 

In maths, we are on our second fractions unit and the children are beginning to show that they are
much more confident in using fractions. 
 
We have really enjoyed performing We Will Rock You. The children have begun to read a very simple
melody and to learn about musical notation for beats. 

Next, we will look at making our music and using musical notation to write down what we have done. 

The children are amazing at swimming and have all made a lot of improvement. 

We have enjoyed sharing our recommendations of what to read on World Book Day. 

The children have continued to learn about puberty in PSHE and we are now reviewing the questions
that they wrote and asked. 

As ever, we have been very busy! Hope you have a fantastic weekend. 



Otters

Class News

Year 6 have settled back into the new half term brilliantly as usual. 

The Leavers Hoodies arrived and filled the room with such excitement. They are allowed to wear them every
Friday as part of their PE kit. 

They are continuing their learning on their topic of Frozen Kingdoms and have been finding out about Ernest
Shackleton voyages and adventures. 

They have begun a new topic in science on light and are looking forward to using lots of resources from the College
including light ray boxes and prisms. 

Just a couple of reminders: 
 
Monday 30th March: trip to Home Park, Plymouth. We will be leaving school promptly at 8.45am but will not be
returning until 3.30pm therefore please make arrangements for your child to be collected if they are usually on
the bus. 
 
PE is now on a Monday and a Friday. 
 
Thank you as always for your continued support. 



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom White – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity Stroud - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

PTA News & Events
 

Spring is a-spring-ing so what better time to have a Spring sort out of your clothes! You can start
dropping your bags of unwanted clothes into the bike shelter from Monday. We get paid per kilo so why

not get your friends and family involved too.
 

Our Disco was as always, very popular and it’s great to see the children having such a great time.
 

Please follow us on social media, or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for
more information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-

primary.devon.sch.uk

Valentines
Sweet Sale



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

Mother’s Day Stay and Play Afternoon
 
We hope you can join us for our first ever Stay and Play
afternoon! Mums and Special People are invited to join your
children for an afternoon of extra play in the school play
areas.
This will be a relaxed after-school event run by the PTA for
children in Reception to Year 6. Early Years are running their
own Mother’s Day event but siblings are very welcome.
Where possible, teachers will leave out your children’s
workbooks and you are welcome to use this time to see what
the children have been doing in their classrooms, or just
relax with a slice of cake and have a chat whilst the children
play!
Tickets are available (per adult) on MyEd and as always, any
donations of cake and bakes whether home-made or bought
would be gratefully appreciated. Please drop into reception
from Monday morning.

Please bring boots and coats for OPAL.

We are looking forward to seeing you there.

Your PTA



Local Governance
Chulmleigh Academy Trust is entering an exciting new chapter. As we establish Local Governing
Boards across our four schools, we are creating new opportunities for people in our community
to help shape the future of education.

This is more than a volunteer role. It is an opportunity to influence strategy, support leadership,
champion our values, and ensure every child thrives. We are building strong, skilled, diverse
governing boards that reflect and serve our communities. If you care about education, want to
make a meaningful difference, and are ready to contribute your experience and perspective, we
would love to hear from you! For further information please follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/847d3cr3



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



Additional Information


