
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

28th November 2025

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

I cannot quite believe that we only have a few weeks left of the autumn term – this term really is racing by! 

We have had a productive couple of weeks as ever and highlights have included: Year 4 still enjoying their
forest school Fridays, Year 5 sewing, a whole school assembly on road safety week, Nursery and Lions
exploring more of Chulmleigh during their Tuesday walks, the PTA disco and Year 6 playing netball matches
in a tournament with other Year 6 children from East Worlington and Lapford Primary in our Trust. 

We are of course in full Christmas rehearsal mode across the school despite it still being November! We
thank you for your help with learning lines, providing costumes and listening to the children practise the
songs when they are at home. 

We hope to see many of you at the performances as it really is a joy seeing the children perform with such
enthusiasm, confidence and determination. 



        Latest News
Last week, it was fantastic to meet many of you face to face during our parents’ evening as you were in
school. I spoke to several parents and children who attended and it was pleasing to hear of the progress the
children have made since the start of term. One of my favourite tasks to do when children show me their work
is to look at the first page in their book and the page they are on so you can see the amazing progress the
children have made. I know many parents enjoyed doing the same during parents’ evening, which is why
looking through their different books is so important, especially as the children love to see the improvement
as well. If you haven’t managed to attend parents’ evening , please contact your child/ren’s class teacher as it
is vital to hear how they are getting on and to find out how else you can support them to reach their potential. 
 
The children have been learning about bullying in Personal, Social and Health Economic lessons (PSHE) as
part of the national anti-bullying week. The focus this year was ‘Being a power for good’ which linked
brilliantly with our 3B school rules of ‘Be Ready, Be Respectful and Be Safe’. The children learnt about the
types of bullying that can happen, how it can be stopped and what every child can do if they see bullying
occurring in school, clubs or events they attend. As well as commemorating the week, every assembly and
PSHE lesson always recaps this advice including calling out homophobic, racist and sexist language and
attitudes, as well as knowing what we need to do if we see or hear this occurring. We also looked at bullying
linked to religion following our Diwali dance recently. 

As we speak, our hardworking PTA are busily preparing for the Christmas Fayre on Friday 12th December
starting from 3.30pm. As ever, they do need extra helpers to run some of the stalls on the evening. This will
be done on a half-hourly-rota basis so that everyone gets time to enjoy the fayre. The PTA have been asking
for volunteers over the last few weeks so please sign-up to help if you can. You can contact Donna and the
team at pta@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk Please do volunteer for half an hour or hour if you can as the
money they raise does benefit EVERY child in school. 
 
As mentioned many times before, Chulmleigh Academy Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve
attendance and punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to every child’s attainment and
progress. If your child/ren’s attendance continues to cause concern following our robust and thorough
process with the Attendance Improvement Officer (AIO), you will be invited to attend a supportive
attendance meeting. During the supportive meeting, we will discuss what else we can do to help improve
your child/ren’s attendance and what further support or external agency help you may need. An attendance
action plan will also be completed together during this meeting. This action plan has been adapted by
Devon’s attendance team to reflect recent changes to policies. Examples of what could be included in the
action plan can be seen on the next page.



       Latest News

I would also like to highlight two useful documents that I have shared before. They give guidance on
what to do if your child is ill as the winter bug season is in full swing. Is my child too ill for school? -
NHS (www.nhs.uk)
Letter to school leaders on mild illness and school attendance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
 
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Martin Evely and all at Chulmleigh Primary School. 



What’s On - Week Commencing 

Monday 1st
December

Tuesday 2nd
December 

Wednesday
3rd December

Thursday 4th
December

Friday 5th
December 

KS2 Christmas
Performance

2pm

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6



What’s On Week Commencing 

Monday 8
December

th Tuesday 9
December

th Wednesday
10  Decemberth

Thursday 11
December   

th Friday 12
December

th

KS1 Christmas
Performance

2pm

Reception
Christmas

Performance
2.30pm

Christmas
Jumper Day

Panto - Robin
Hood at

Chulmleigh
College

Lunchtime
Clubs

Years 5 & 6
Boys Footballs

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

Christmas Fair
3.30-5.30pm

After School
Football

Years R, 1 & 2

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

The Lions have been getting to know the community by going on walks and visiting different places in
Chulmleigh. The children loved popping to the local shop and buying some ingredients for some soup that
they made when they returned to school. Last week the children visited the charity shop and collected
some items to put in their elf workshop that they created in school.

The children have enjoyed learning lots of singing and dancing for our own nativity performance on the
11th December. We have been very impressed with their groovy dance moves!

Last week we went on a frosty winter walk. They enjoyed learning about the changes which take place
during the season of winter. They made footprints in the frost and enjoyed finding ice around the school.
They also enjoyed warming up with some hot chocolate at the end of the walk.

In Nursery we have been busy making beautiful frames for our self portraits. 

The children enjoyed gluing sparkles on lolly sticks, they did an amazing job!
We've had fun practising our listening skills by tapping out rhythms with our instruments and
singing our favourite songs.

This week our healthy snack was rice cakes and cream cheese. Lots of our Nursery children liked
it, some gave it a thumbs down!



Class News

Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

In KS1, we have been very busy practicing for our Christmas concert! Thank you for supporting
your children as they learn their lines and song lyrics—your help makes a huge difference. Please
begin sending in any costumes as soon as you can. If you have any questions or concerns about
costumes, please get in touch. 

In English, our new text is How to Catch Santa. The children have really enjoyed thinking of helpful
items Santa might need on his journey, and they have come up with some wonderfully interesting
questions they would like to ask him. Over the next few weeks, the children will be writing their
own instructions for catching Santa and develop their use and knowledge of a range of sentence
types—statements, questions, and commands—while remembering to use correct punctuation.

In maths, we have been focusing on addition and subtraction. The children have been practicing
using different strategies such as number lines, partitioning, and using known facts to solve
calculations efficiently. They have also been working on choosing the most efficient method for
different types of problems and explaining their reasoning.

In science, we have been learning about microhabitats. The children had great fun designing their
own imaginary creatures that could live under a rock, thinking carefully about what features their
creature would need to survive.

We look forward to seeing you at the KS1 Christmas performance.

We have been doing lots of nativity practise in Year 1 and the children have been amazing at learning their lines. We
have been focusing on using a loud, clear voice when speaking which the children are beginning to do which, is
fantastic! Please can you bring in your nativity costumes by Wednesday 3rd December. 

In English, we have finished our independent writing, and have moved on to looking at our new book called ‘Tell me a
Dragon’. This week, we have read the book, discussed the adjectives used, and created a class list of interesting
adjectives we could use to describe a dragon. The children then wrote some adjectives independently to describe a
dragon from the book. 
 
In maths, we are still focusing on subtraction. We have been looking at the 8 different facts in a fact family, which
include both addition, and subtraction number sentences. We have also been writing subtraction number sentences
for visual ‘first, then and now’ stories on the board. 
 
In science, we have been learning about the ears and our sense of hearing. We learnt about vibrations and how sound
travels through the air and reaches our ears. We did a fun task, where the children had to listen to the sounds made,
without looking, and guess what the sounds were!
 
In Topic, we have learnt about the diary that was kept by Samuel Pepys during the Great Fire of London. The children
then thought about what they might have written in their diary at that time. 
 
The children have started to sew their Christmas tree decorations with Miss Charlotte. We will also be decorating a
paper bag for them to go in, as well as making our Christmas Fayre crafts too!
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 



Class News

Dragonflies

Continued....
In RE, we have learnt about the importance of Advent as a time for Christians to prepare for the
birth of Jesus at Christmas, and we have made an Advent wreath to show the 4-week countdown.



Class News
Barn Owls
We have had a very busy few weeks in Barn Owls. We have been finishing off our topic of
Addition and Subtraction in maths. 

Everyone has completed their final end of unit task and compared it to their elicitation task
at the beginning of the topic. Everyone was so excited about the questions that they now
knew how to complete correctly and how much they have improved in addition and
subtraction – a HUGE well done to everyone! 

In English, every Barn Owl now has a named hedgehog that is their responsibility – they are
writing a magical adventure about their hedgehog ….I can’t wait to read their stories. We all
now have new handwriting pens as well and everyone is really working hard on their
handwriting, especially forming their letters correctly. Please do keep practising this at
home. 

Our class challenge to get at least 3 people in the top of the school leaderboard in Spelling
Frame is a very close challenge at the moment….keep going, it’s nearly the end of November
and we have ALMOST done it!! 

Thank you, as always for all of your support with this at home. 



   Class News
Bumblebees
Bumblebees have had a busy week completing some tests to check their learning. 

We have been lucky enough to trial using the online version of the tests instead of the
paper copies. The children have said that they really enjoyed being able to do their tests
on the iPads and laptops. 

In the afternoons we have been busily learning our songs for the Christmas performance
and the children are doing an amazing job of learning a German Christmas song - Kling,
Gloeckchen, Kling, their pronunciation is fantastic! 

In geography we have continued out learning about London and had fun comparing
populations of the different towns and villages we live in with the populations of large
cities like Exeter, London, Manchester, New York and Madrid!



Class News

Squirrels
Squirrels have had a very busy few weeks. In English, we have started planning and drafting
our own version of the Arctic jellyfish story by researching about Antarctica and its animals.
We have also been collecting exciting vocabulary to use. 

Our maths about fractions is continuing and we are thinking about equivalent fractions and
how to work out if fractions are equivalent. For dance and in preparation for the Christmas
concert, we have been learning the song Dominic the Christmas Donkey and putting actions to
it. 
 
Last week, the children completed their DT sewing projects by cutting out, stitching with
blanket stitch and stuffing a soft toy of their own design. I have attached some photos. In
science, we have been looking at reversible and irreversible changes and investigating these. 



Class News
Otters

Another amazing couple of weeks for Otters. 

They have been working really hard in all subjects and soon our World War 2 topic will be
coming to an end with VE Day celebrations which parents are invited to. 

Reminder that our World War 2 day is on Wednesday 10th December. 

They had great fun taking part in the Trust wide netball tournament. They worked brilliantly in
their teams, joining in with others from Lapford and East Worlington. It was a fantastic
afternoon of netball. 

Assessment week as gone well, with all the children working really hard, taking the tests in their
stride and showing what amazing progress they are all making. 

I have been really proud of them all and how they have conducted themselves this week (as
always!)



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Forest School
Bumblebees have been amazing in forest school. 

They have been safely using knives to whittle a mouse as well as sawing discs of wood to create
a wood cookie. To complete the wood cookie, they have then drilled a hole with a hand drill.
Well done Bumblebees! 



PTA

 
Christmas Event Prep is well and truly underway and our first event takes place this weekend – Wreath Making.
We still have a few slots available so please contact us if you’d like to book in.
 
We have so many fun Christmas Events planned which are a joy to be part of. If you would like to get involved with
any part of these events, please do let us know. 
 
Be sure to like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with PTA news! 
 
Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more
information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Our first disco of this year was a huge hit!

DJ Donna took to the decks and the children belted
out some amazing singing along to Golden! The disco
was a huge hit and a great fundraiser.

Thank you to our willing volunteer helpers. Keep your
eyes peeled for the next one!

Christmas Performances

The PTA will be selling refreshments at all of the
Christmas Performances. Please bring along some
money with you!

Christmas Hamper Raffle tickets will also be on sale
and are available now on MyEd!

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young,
Hanna Webber

Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock



PTA



PTA

We are always on the look out for helpers and greatly appreciate anything you can offer. If you would like to
get involved with the PTA, please email PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk or find one of us around the
school. Please keep a look out for more information on our upcoming events and as always thank you for all

your support. 

The PTA Team



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



Monday - KS1 Football 
Monday 12th January 2026 to Monday 9th February 2026
5 weeks due to Inset Day on Monday 5th January 
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTE=?
 
Tuesday - KS1 & KS2 Mutli Skills 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 - Tuesday 10th February 2026
6 Week Block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTQ=?
 
Wednesday - KS2 Football
Wednesday 7th January 2026 - Wednesday 11th February 2026
6 Week Block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTY=?
 
Thursday - Girl's Football
Thursday 8th January 2026 - Thursday 12th February 2025​
6 week block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTc=?

        Clubs



Additional Information

                                               Congratulations

Scarlett - Year 6 pupil took part in a climbing competition for schools at Rock
and Rapids based in South Molton.  

Scarlett represented Chulmleigh Primary School and came 7th out of 19
individually. Amazing! Well done Scarlett.



Admissions Information
                                      Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation

Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are consulting on an admission policy for
2027-28. The Local Authority is also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes
through which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new policies which are based on
policies for this year and next year and to have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh Primary School - Admissions - Join Us!
and you can see all policies at http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy 

Further information is here: http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements

The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in the same places by 15 March
2026 next year. 

You can comment at schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the school. 

https://www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions+%2D+Join+Us%21&pid=11

