
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

24th October 2025

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

I really cannot believe that the first half term of the year has come to an end already – time really does seem to fly! 

As ever at Chulmleigh Primary, we have had another busy fortnight. One real highlight has been nearly 50 children
from Years 3-6 representing us valiantly at the Stephen Shields Cross Country event at Great Torrington. I know they
all did their best and when they returned to school they were still buzzing from the event. 

Year 4 enjoyed their handball tournament against Lapford and East Worlington at the College’s sports hall. I know
they loved being able to apply all the skills they have been taught in PE lessons to real game scenarios against tough
competition. 

In all sporting events the children demonstrated our values of ‘Teamwork’ and ‘Nothing but our best’ which is what
we have come to expect of our children at Chulmleigh Primary. A huge thank you again to Mrs Welch (as PE Lead) for
the many unseen hours she puts in to complete risk assessments, travel arrangements, timetabling and chasing
permissions to name a few of the many hidden tasks that have to occur to give our children these wonderful
enrichment opportunities. I know how lucky we are to have such dedicated, enthusiastic and passionate staff leading
these events. 

Thanks also needed to go to our wonderful volunteers again who give up their free time to help with these events. We
truly appreciate all you do as without your commitment and support we could not attend these events.



Latest News

Last week, Yasmine Offer from North and Mid Devon’s family hub attended school at the start of the day again. I
have arranged for her to visit at least once every half term so she can discuss the help and support that is available
in our area. She is very keen to discuss any queries you have and she is also attending this week’s SEND forum.
Yasmine can be contacted at yasmine.offer@devon.gov.uk . Her number is 07970 949433 or 01392 386836. For more
information about Devon’s family hub support please visit: Submit a family hubs support request - Children, families
and education.
 
This month, we have been celebrating Black History Month across school. Our Trust values of Compassion, Ambition
and Teamwork have been discussed in detail as well as learning that all individuals can make a change for the better
to help eradicate and call out racism. I know some children have even been researching their own famous black
pioneers and have been keen to share this knowledge and learning across the school. During assemblies, the
children have been learning about standing firm in power and pride which has been this year’s official theme. 

We have been working productively on our three school improvement priorities this half term. All staff have already
been attending English and writing training and this week’s Non Pupil day will feature a whole day focussing on writing
led by Devon’s English team. All primary staff from across the Trust will spend the day with an English advisor really
understanding how best they can help support all children to write more effectively and coherently. The Golden Pen
award has certainly inspired more children to want to take care and pride in their writing and this is the impact we
wanted. More interviews for foundation stage practitioners have occurred this week for our ever expanding nursery
and Saffy and her wonderful team continue to show around prospective parents who are keen to send their children to
our nurturing and caring nursery. Finally, work continues on ensuring our learning environments are consistent and
coherent across the school with Mrs Niejadilk leading this change and delivering staff training as our wonderful
SENDCo. 
 
Have a lovely half term and we look forward to seeing you all again on Tuesday 4th November. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Martin Evely and all at Chulmleigh Primary School. 



What’s On - Week Commencing 

Monday 3
November

rd Tuesday 4
November

th Wednesday
5th November

Thursday 6th
November

Friday 7th
November

Non pupil day Return to school

Fire Safety Talk
with a member

from the fire
service

Years 3 & 4 girls
football session

with
Chulmleigh’s
Girls Football

Club

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6



What’s On Week Commencing 

Monday 10th
November

Tuesday 11th
November

Wednesday
12th November

Thursday 13
November  

th Friday 14
November 

th

Years 1-3 Trip to
Northcott
Theatre 

Non uniform
Day in aid of
Children In

Need
£1 donation via

ParentMail

Lunchtime
Clubs

Years 5 & 6
Boys Footballs

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

After School
Football

Years R, 1 & 2

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

Wow! The Lions have been in Reception for a whole half-term! They are absolutely amazing children
and have learnt so much in such a short amount of time.

This week we have been talking about being healthy, both through the food we eat and being active.
The children tried eating healthy snacks, including pitta with hummus and fruit kebabs. 

We have spent lots of time being active outside using the wheeled vehicles and going on Autumn
walks.

Well done Lions for being superstars!

We've been very busy in Nursery collecting acorns, conkers, pine cones and leaves for our Gruffalo Cafe. It's been
a lot of fun making Scrambled Snake outside!

We even made our very own Gruffalo crumble for the children to take home!

We would like to wish everyone a happy half term and look forward to seeing our Nursery children back in
November. 



Class News

Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

The children have had a busy few weeks. 

In spelling, they have been learning all about homophones and they have worked hard to use the correct
words when writing their sentences and in maths we have moved on to addition and subtraction.

In English we have been looking at the book 'Creature Features'. The children have been looking at the range
of adjectives in the text, and we have discussed different sentence types. 

Today, we had a visit from Peninsular Dental, they delivered an oral health education session to the class.

The children enjoyed the animated film about Geoffrey the Giant, who doesn’t like to look after his teeth and
has never visited the dentist! With the help of his friends Geoffrey learns some important key oral health
messages which are vital to help keep his mouth and teeth healthy. Following the session, the children were
able to answer the range of questions linked to keeping your teeth healthy. 
 
After half term, our topic in History will be 'Beyond Living Memory'. This will include learning about
Remembrance Day, The Gunpowder plot and the Wright brothers' first flight. 
 
We hope you have a lovely half-term break. 

It has been a lovely first term with Hedgehogs and I can’t believe it is half-term already! 
 
This week, we have learnt our last ‘red’ sound, which was ‘ed’ for dropped (t) / rained (d). We then recapped all of the
sounds we have learnt by playing some fun games of Phonics bingo!
 
In English, the children wrote their own ‘Noises’ poem, about sounds they can hear in the classroom. They have all
written beautifully, with careful handwriting. We have finished this week by looking at some autumnal photos, and
orally rehearsing some simple sentences that we can have a go at writing. 
 
In maths, we have been looking at part-whole models, and using them to help us write addition number sentences.
We learnt that there are 4 different number sentences in an addition fact family! At the end of the week, we moved
on to thinking about number bonds within 10. 
 
This week in geography, the children were looking at the difference between human, and physical geographical
features. They then had to sort some pictures into these 2 groups. 
 
In art, we finished the week by creating our own colour wheel. We started with the primary colours and then filled in
the gaps by mixing the correct primary colours together to make secondary colours. Their wheels were painted
super neatly, and they tried really hard to keep the paint within the lines. 
 
In PSHE, the children have looked at the different types of crossings and have been discussing lots about road
safety. The children then had to order the process of crossing the road safely. 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support! 



Class News
Barn Owls
Barn Owls have had the most amazing half term! 

They have really improved in their learning attitudes and are really trying hard with
all of their learning. 

Every Barn Owl has created a clay pot, which has involved learning how to use clay
techniques like rolling, squashing and blending the clay together. They showed real
resilience with this and didn’t quit when things didn’t quite go as planned! 

Barn Owls have been amazing at sending each other kind emails and including
attachments. 

Thank you parents for all of your support this half term with reading at home,
Spelling Frame and TTRockstars – have a lovely half term break.



   Class News
Bumblebees
Bumblebees have been working hard in maths this half term. We have learnt our 4, 8 and 6 times tables. 

This week we had a practical maths lesson practising exchanging, when subtracting two four digit numbers. 

The children have all worked really hard on their reading and everyone is making steady progress - well
done Year 4! 

In science we have been learning about food chains and the importance of keeping them balanced. 

In history we have finished off our Vikings topic with some learning about their weapons and their Gods. 

We had a fantastic handball tournament with East Worlington and Lapford schools. We were all so proud of
their teamwork and skill when playing together.

 We have enjoyed drawing in art this half term and learning about Hinduism in RE. 



Class News

Squirrels
What a fantastic half term Squirrels have had! I hope that they will all have a very well-
earned rest. This week, we have completed our draft and final version of our speeches. The
children have been working hard to ensure their speeches are really persuasive. 

In maths, we are part-way through the multiplication and division unit which includes many
new concepts such as cube and prime numbers. We will continue with this after half term. 
 
The children have used their sketching techniques to draw some very impressive pictures of
Henry VIII. 

In science, we have been filtering, sieving and learning about evaporation. The children
completed an experiment to see which was the best technique to separate different
mixtures. I have included some photos.

Our PSHE lessons for the last few weeks, have been about peer pressure and making good
choices. For our oracy work, we have been working on talking in sentences to each other. We
have also been practising listening to what has been said and building on that when we
respond. 

We hope you have an amazing half term. 



Class News
Otters
What another fab couple of weeks Year 6 have had! They have been learning about Anne Frank and are in
the process of writing biographies about her life. 

They continue to be enthralled by the World War Two topic and are asking so many questions – it is
amazing!!

As part of the topic, they made vegetable turnovers using a rationing recipe and they all turned out
brilliantly – some were eaten in class, some were taken home and there was generally positive feedback
given when reading their evaluations. 

After assessment week, they have been revisiting areas of maths that they need to feel more confident
in and have been trying so hard and their maths skills are improving every day. 
 
It has been an amazing first half term with the awesome Otters. They have worked so incredibly hard,
and I am proud of them all!

Thank you for all your support at home with homework, reading etc. I hope you have an amazing half
term. 



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Mighty Minds

Sharing is caring!

Hand painting in one of our lunchtime clubs



Forest School

Barn Owls have had a fantastic 6 sessions of Forest School. 

Thank you to all the parents in Barn Owls who completed the parent survey – it was fantastic to receive all of
the amazing quotes from parents and children about their forest school experience. 

Barn Owls all enjoyed using a hand drill to create a hole in their tree cookie to then thread through their rope
to create a pendant that they then decorated. 

Next half term is Forest School Fridays for Bumblebees – all parent have been sent information. 



PTA

For the month of October, easyfundraising are running the “Free £2 App-eal” where we can receive a
bonus £2 for each supporter who installs the app and sign up to support our cause by October 31st. We
get extra bonuses for signing up more than 10 supporters this month. Please do download the app and

search Chulmleigh Primary School to make us money for nothing!
Thank you!



PTA
Notes from the AGM 
 
Chairs Report

· Real positive response from volunteers this last year – events have had amazing volunteer support
· Discos will recommence in a simpler form with our own equipment and playlists
· Great support from local businesses – we will continue to promote and thank them publicly for their
donations
· Continue to encourage children to make suggestions for fundraising and spends
· Huge thanks were given to Kim Keenor and Kate Elworthy for the incredible amount of time and effort over
the  years as part of the PTA. They step away from their roles now their children have moved on.

Treasurers Report

Agreed Expenditure for 2025/26
· Supporting the school with the purchase of six new iPads - £2100
· Supporting the cost of buses for trips with a £150 voucher per class (£75 Amazon voucher for Nursery and After School
Club)
 
Plans for 2025/26
· New ideas for further discussions: Online auction, Colour Run, Grow £2

Your Newly Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, 
Sam Young, Hanna Webber

Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock
 

We move forward with a very strong committee – thank you all for giving your time and for everyone that
attended our AGM

We are always on the look out for helpers and greatly appreciate anything you can offer. If you would like to get involved
with the PTA, please email PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk or find one of us around the school. Please keep a look

out for more information on our upcoming events and as always thank you for all your support. 



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



        Clubs

Monday - KS1 Football:
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyNzg=?

Tuesday - KS1 & KS2 Multi Skills:
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyODQ=?

Wednesday - KS2 Football:
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyOTA=?

Thursday - Girl's Football:
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyOTE=?

https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyNzg=
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyODQ=
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyOTA=
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDgyOTE=


Additional Information


