
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

14th November 2025

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Welcome back! The children have settled back brilliantly again after the half term. 

We have also had some exciting events happening across the school already since we have been back. 

Highlights have included a whole school assembly from the fire service, an interfaith assembly on Buddhism for KS
2, Nursery and Reception completing a local walk, Years 3 and 4 girls having a football training session with
Chulmleigh Youth Football Club, Years 1, 2 and 3 visiting the children’s book show at the Northcott theatre and the
whole school participating a Diwali dance workshop from the West End in schools company. Our wonderful PTA
kindly funded half of this workshop which the children tell me was great fun and enjoyable. 

On Sunday, Mrs DeFuyck and I were joined by
Scarlett and Rueben from our school council
to represent the school at the Remembrance
service by the War Memorial in town. 

Both represented the whole school
amazingly and were so mature when laying
the wreath and taking part in the thought
provoking service. A huge thank you to them
both and their families for joining in this
important ceremony. 



Latest News

As part of the Remembrance service, Reverend Christine spoke about the result of war leading to suffering in so many
ways including homelessness, hunger, loss of livelihoods and security which encapsulates our values which I spoke
about in our Armistice assembly with the children. 

As well as observing the 2 minute silence as a mark of respect, I explained the impact the first and second World Wars
had on Chulmleigh and the surrounding villages including Chawleigh, Lapford and East Worlington in our Trust schools.
The children were also quite shocked to hear how many lives were lost in each local community and the impact that
was felt in many families even to this day. 

Lest we forget. 

Last week, we were visited by one of Devon’s Senior Safeguarding Practitioners as we chose to have an
external audit of our thorough and robust safeguarding procedures. As part of our visit, she checked records
and logs on attendance, safeguarding incidents, minutes of meetings the safeguarding team have attended and
our interview and induction processes. She also spoke to many children and staff and observed part of OPAL
playtime during her morning. Her final feedback included how knowledgeable our children were on being safe,
how knowledgeable the staff were on knowing how to keep all children safe and how happy, content and kind
our children were. This feedback was lovely to hear and she was keen to share this with the children which she
did before she left. She even told people how great our school was on a training session the next day that was
attended by other professionals including Trust staff which was pleasing to have reported back to us. 
 
This week, the children have also been thinking about the importance of celebrating differences and calling out
behaviour that is unacceptable as part of Anti-bullying week. Ms Keen (as PSHE Lead) reminded the children of
these important messages during her whole class assembly on Anti-bullying. 

Just before half term, the PTA held their AGM. During the meeting, the previous year’s accounts, fundraising
events and successes were shared be the Chair and Treasurer. 

This year’s priorities and events were also discussed. I would just to thank all PTA volunteers again for all their
hard work in raising vital funds which benefit EVERY child in school. 

We really do appreciate all their support in enriching our children’s lives with raising money that helps to pay for
these events, resources and activities. I know that the PTA are always wanting volunteers so if you want to know
more about how you can get involved, please speak to Donna or email the PTA on pta@chulmleigh-
primary.devon.sch.uk 



Latest News

Finally, as you are aware, our Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve attendance
and punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to the children’s attainment
and progress. 

The poster below highlights how missing just 19 school days in a year equates to 4 weeks
missed of school. Shockingly, if a child misses just 10% of their school year, every year for 5
years, then this is equal to missing half a year’s schooling in those 5 years! 

This obviously has a massive impact on the child’s attendance and the progress they can
make. 

Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Martin Evely and all at Chulmleigh Primary School. 



What’s On - Week Commencing 

Monday 17
November

th Tuesday 18
November

th Wednesday
19th 

November

Thursday 20
November

th Friday 21
November

st

Book Fair -
Scolastic

Netball - Year 6

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6



What’s On Week Commencing 

Monday 24
November

th Tuesday 25
November

th Wednesday
26th 

November

Thursday 27
November  

th Friday 28
November 

th

Flu vaccination
visit -

Immunisation
Service

Non uniform
day - Exchange
for PTA hamper

prizes

Lunchtime
Clubs

Years 5 & 6
Boys Footballs

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS1 Multi-skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 KS2 Multi-
skills

Lunchtime
Clubs

 Years 3 & 4
Mixed Football

After School
Football

Years R, 1 & 2

After School
Multi-shills
Years R - 6

After School
KS2 Football  

After School
Girls Football

Years R - 6

Upcoming dates for your diary

Reception Christmas Performance -  Thursday 11  December at 2.30pmth

Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance - Tuesday 9  December at 2pmth

Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance - Wednesday 3  December at 2pmrd



Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

During this half-term, the children will learn about different celebrations, including Bonfire Night, Diwali and Christmas.
During the lead up to Christmas, our learning will look at the traditions of Christmas and the Christmas nativity. It’s such
an exciting time of the year!

Last week the children learnt about Diwali. We used chalk and coloured rice to make our own rangoli patterns. This linked
nicely with our work on shape. In maths the children learnt about the properties of triangles and circles, sorting these
shapes and describing them; I know it is a triangle because….

We also continued our work on healthy eating. We decided to make some pumpkin soup! The children loved scooping out
the pumpkin. They all tried the soup and some even said they thought it was delicious!

We have been so busy in Nursery! 
We have been creating messy firework pictures outside and had a lot of fun flicking paint!
We had a science experiment and made a rainbow on a plate using skittle sweets, it was fun to watch the colours slowly spread
and mix.
We made some beautiful poppies for remembrance day and we were lucky enough to have Nikki bring in her clarinet and play
for us. She played the Last Post which was beautiful and Let it go from Frozen! Some of the children dressed up as Elsa and
danced while she played. It's been a lot of fun!



Class News

Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

Year 2 have had a busy and exciting start to the new term! Last week the children enjoyed
a visit from the Fire Service, who taught them all about fire safety in the home. Everyone
listened carefully and asked brilliant questions. This week we have also enjoyed a Diwali
dance workshop. The children loved learning new dance moves and finding out about the
'festival of lights'. 
 
In English, the children have been using their knowledge from history lessons to write
about the Gunpowder Plot. The children worked hard to write super sentences about Guy
Fawkes and the plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament. Following on from this we will
use the knowledge gained about the importance of Remembrance day to produce an
information page linked to the different colored poppies and their meanings. This is linked
to our History question - how are important events from the past remembered today ? 
 
The children have also begun learning their Christmas songs, and the excitement is
already building ! It's been a busy and brilliant start to the new term. 
 
I look forward to seeing lots of you at Parents meeting. 

It has been another busy start in Year 1! 
 
In Phonics, we have learnt the 6 split-vowel digraphs, along with reading and writing words with these new sounds
in. The children love learning the new ‘yellow’ sounds!
 
In English, we have been learning and writing about Bonfire night. We have watched a video about why we
celebrate this night, and then shared our own experiences of going to these events. We have been writing simple
sentences, using adjectives and also using ‘and’ in a sentence. 
 
In maths, we have carried on with addition. We have been writing lots of number sentences and using pictures to
help us do this. We have also been looking closely at number problems this week, which can be very tricky! 
 
In Topic, we have started learning about the Great Fire of London. The children are really enjoying this topic. 
 
Our topic for Science this half-term is all about our senses. The children will have lots of experiences of using their
senses over the next few weeks. 
 
We have also been designing our Christmas tree decoration, and will practise some sewing techniques in the
upcoming weeks which is super exciting! 
 
We had a lovely trip to Northcott theatre, where the children enjoyed watching lots of different Science
experiments. They sat beautifully and did an amazing job and representing the school. The children also did a
fantastic job in their Diwali Dance workshop on Wednesday, and managed to tell a story through mime. They did a
great job at remembering all of the moves! 



Class News
Barn Owls
Barn Owls have had a really exciting first few weeks back! 

We received an amazing signed picture from Steve Backshall with a Barn Owl sitting on his
shoulder as he had seen all of our amazing sedimentary rock information sheets. 

We have been adding and subtracting across 10s and 100s – it has been great to see so much
resilience in our class! 

We have had a fantastic trip to the Northcott Theatre followed by a workshop. 

We have started our new topic of “Our County Of Devon” and have started to look at the new
vocabulary based around our topic.

It would be amazing if all of Barn Owls could practice their spellings on Spelling Frame this
week as it really supports our spelling learning in class. 



   Class News
Bumblebees

Bumblebees are enjoying finding out about London and comparing how it is different to Chulmleigh. 

In science this week, the children were given battery packs, cables, bulbs and a switch and given time to
investigate what they could do! They were fantastic and were so excited when their bulbs lit up.

In maths we are continuing to learn our times tables and are recapping our 3s, 6s and 9s. 

This half term we are doing design and technology and have already started designing book covers that we
will make out of felt and sew our designs on. We would be very grateful for any help with sewing when we
begin to sew! 



Class News

Squirrels

Thank you for remembering to send in the In Search of the Giant Arctic Jellyfish books. It
has been a really lovely experience all reading and sharing the story together.

 The children have drawn a story map and started to learn about the grammar in the book.
Chloe Savage has said that she is happy to take questions about the book and we will be
sending her our own stories based on hers when we are done. 

The children have started learning about fractions by using Cuisenaire rods to work out
equivalent fractions. Fractions can seem tricky but we will use lots of equipment and
drawings to help support our learning. 

We have started our dance lessons in PE. We have begun to work on a Christmas song as I
know the time will pass very quickly. We have also watched a live lesson for anti-bullying as
part of anti-bullying week. 

Next week, we have our Scholastic Book Fair at school. If you are thinking of buying a book
for your child for Christmas, please do take time to browse while you are at school for
parents evening. You can pay via the QR code and every book you purchase will help us
raise money for our school library. If you can’t get into school, you can still buy the books
online and we can send them home with your children. Hope to see you there next week! 

Thank you for all your support, as ever, Year 5. 



Class News
Otters
Year 6 have had a great week and settled back in well after half term. 

Before half term as part of our ‘Make do and Mend’ project and after the success of their
vegetable turnover cooking, we continued the theme by using old material (thank you for
sending in!) to create something new.

They were allowed to make whatever they wanted, whether it was a new form of clothing or a
toy for someone or a bag. Their ideas were amazing and on the last day of term, they all made
their chosen designs. The classroom was so calm and it was amazing to see all of them enjoying
the project… so much so that Stan asked if we could do sewing on the last day of every half
term!

It was an amazing way to end an already fantastic first half term in Year 6… super proud of them
all!
 
All routines i.e. homework, library day and PE days are currently all still the same for this half
term.

Thank you for your continued support as always.



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



OPAL

A snippet of OPAL fun!



Mighty Minds
Activities this week!



Forest School
Bumblebees have started Forest School. 

They have been absolutely fantastic at team work and created fabulous dens. The
challenge was to work out how to put up the tarpaulin so that their group could all
sit underneath it – well done Bumblebees!



PTA

We are now well into November and the PTA are in full Christmas Mode!!!
 

We have so many fun Christmas Events planned. If you would like to get involved with organising any part of
these events, please do let us know. We are keen for some fresh new ideas so please do come and speak to us.

 
Be sure to like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with PTA news! 

 
Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more
information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Trick or Sweets – After School Sweet Sale
We made an incredible £215.30 from this event. 

Thank you so much for your support. We hope to be able to run another sweet sale soon.

School Disco – Tonight!
Thank you to our wonderful volunteers for giving up their time to hand out glowsticks, drinks and
sweets at our disco events and for always getting the party started by getting on the dancefloor!
You’ve allowed us to recommence our KS1 and KS2 Discos – Thank you!



PTA
Your Elected Committee

Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram
Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison,

Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

We are always on the look out for helpers and greatly appreciate anything you can
offer. If you would like to get involved with the PTA, please email PTA@chulmleigh-
primary.devon.sch.uk or find one of us around the school. Please keep a look out

for more information on our upcoming events and as always thank you for all your
support. 

The PTA Team



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches



Additional Information

 Friday 14th November World Diabetes Day
Type 1 diabetes can develop in anyone, at any age, and many people are

unaware of the symptoms, left undiagnosed, type 1 diabetes can be fatal.



General Information


