
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

12th December 2025

RECEPTION: 01769 580535     www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk   EMAIL: admin@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

 
The Christmas countdown is well and truly underway at Chulmleigh Primary School with the
amount of Christmas activities occurring! 

I know you will all join me in congratulating the children on their superb singing, amazing acting,
dazzling dancing and magnificent musical talents we have seen over the last couple of weeks
during our jampacked EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Christmas performances. Their hard
work, determination and practising definitely paid off as their performances were fantastic and
all of the children were so confident in whatever role they had. I would also like to say a BIG thank
you to you if you were able to watch any off the events. I know juggling work and life
commitments is always a challenge, but all the performances really captured the true meaning of
the festive season. 

Additionally, I would also like to say a truly heartfelt thanks to all the staff for the many unseen
hours they dedicate to ensure the children are performance ready – I know this is never easy, and
once it is over they can sleep again! 



        Latest News



       Latest News
As well as getting ready for Christmas across the school, Year 6 enjoyed a fabulous end to their World War 2 Day theme
which involved them making scones and bunting for their VE Day celebrations with parents being able to join them in
the hall. 

They also had a trip to the College cafeteria to exchange a ration token for some rations, as well as sewing and taking
part in different activities. 

Over the last couple of weeks, all children across the school completed assessments in reading, grammar,
punctuation and spelling as well as in maths. Years 1 - 5 completed the Nuffield Foundation for
Educational Research (NFER) assessment papers. Year 4 even trialed completing them electronically
which they really relished. Teaching staff have marked and analysed the children’s scores and have
adapted their plans and teaching accordingly to ensure their teaching is covering any gaps in knowledge
or understanding from the assessment tests. The children did amazingly well and tried their best on each
assessment. We are really proud of them for always trying their best. Year 6 pupils completed their
practise SATs and we have seen some great progress from all children which is fantastic – keep working
hard Year 6! 
 
Finally, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
With Kind Regards,
 
Martin Evely and all staff from Chulmleigh Primary School.
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Class News

Reception

Cubs and Tigers

Happy Christmas from the Lions!

We are so proud of our lovely lions who performed their play with confidence and were absolutely amazing. The
children were not fazed by the large audience and remembered all the songs and dances! We would like to thank our
amazing audience and all the parents for their support.

We have been busy making baubles, tree decorations and reindeer bags to sell at the Christmas fair on Friday.

We would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and we look forward to welcoming you all back in January.

In Nursery we've had a lot of fun making Christmas crafts and dancing to Christmas music!
The children have made a Christmas post box to post cards to Father Christmas and have been busy
elves making toys in our Elf Workshop.

We've also made some delicious Christmas fudge to sell at the Christmas Fayre.
We'd like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!



Dragonflies

Hedgehogs 

What a busy first term it has been! We are incredibly proud of how hard the children have worked over the past
few months. A huge highlight of this half term was our wonderful KS1 Christmas performance. We are so proud
of all of the children. Thank you to all of you for all your support with costumes, learning lines and cheering
them on! 
 
We have completed all of our Autumn term assessments. The children have made progress in all areas of their
learning, and we will continue to build on this progress in the new year. 
 
In the Spring term, our geography topic is called 'Weather Experts'. In this the children will learn that different
countries around the world have different climates, they will learn where the equator is located and that
countries closer to the equator have hotter climates, they will learn how weather is measured and recorded, all
about the different weather symbols and weather dangers.

In science, we will be looking at habitats around the world. The children will identify that most living things live
in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of
different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other. 
 

 

What an amazing week we’ve had in Year 1! 
 
The highlight has to be performing our Nativity that we have worked so hard on. The children were absolutely
amazing! They spoke so clearly, remembered their lines, and made me so proud. They really showed us what
Christmas is all about - we hope you enjoyed watching it.
 
As well as that, we have made our Christmas snowflakes to sell at the Christmas Fayre. They look beautiful
and will make a great addition to your Christmas trees this year. 
 
We have also been lucky enough to see the Robin Hood pantomime! The children loved it and it was so lovely
to see them all so captivated. 
 
We have even managed to squeeze in some writing, maths and Phonics too! We have started a new topic in
maths which is shapes. We have started to look at the 3D shapes, their names and also their properties. 

In writing, we have been continuing to look at the ‘Tell me a Dragon’ book. This week, the children improved
my very dull, boring sentence by adding lots of adjectives and ‘and’. Next week, they will design their own
dragon and write about it! 
 
Next week, we will be decorating our sewing projects ready to take home for Christmas. It is also Christmas
dinner day on Friday 19th December and the children will all be receiving a very special visit from the big man
himself on Thursday 18th. 
 
What a special first term it’s been. 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support. I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break. 

Class News



Dragonflies continued......
Year 2 have measured a chocolate bar and designed a stocking which they have sewn
ready to sell at the Christmas fair. This shows the final stages of their design – they can’t
wait for the chocolate bars and candy canes to go in!

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas holiday.

Class News



Barn Owls
Barn Owls have had a brilliant few weeks! 

Everyone has been learning how to cross stitch and has made a small cushion with a cross
stich pattern on the front that they have designed and then completed. 

Well done Barn Owls – it was not an easy task and you persevered! We have been so lucky
to have been visited by a real Barn Owl and a member of the Barn Owl Trust. We found out
all about climate change and how Barn Owls need to be supported to help them in our
environment. 

We then met Barney the Barn Owl and he flew over our heads around our classroom. He
loved reading our maths board and he pooped on the floor! Thank you to our amazing PTA
for enabling this visit to happen with our trip money – we really appreciate it. 

Thank you for all of your support this term and hope that you all have a lovely Christmas
break! 

Happy Christmas!

Class News



Bumblebees
This week has been a busy one for Bumblebees. 

They have enjoyed watch key stage 1 and Reception perform their wonderful nativities. 

They have created Christmas art: Some for the Christmas Fair on Friday and some to take
home as cards. They have been exploring the story of Mog's Christmas Calamity and
producing some excellent writing. 

They have also continued to explore electricity through creating circuits with switches.

Squirrels
The children have been amazing this term and it has flown by.

We have been busy with our English. The children are continuing to edit their story that they
have written about their Antarctic creature. We have thought a lot about our punctuation and
how we can use it to help the reader make sense of what we have written. We have begun to
make pages  for our books to share with the author Chloe Savage. 

In maths, we have continued to look at fractions. We will also be doing some extra number
facts work to help us work through calculations and problem questions more easily. 
 
In RE, the children continued to learn about Islam and have begun to talk about the five pillars. 

They have also completed their amazing dance to Dominic the Christmas Donkey. 

As well as this, we have investigated corrosion in science and thought about burning as an
irreversible change.

We have finished our PSHE lesson on understanding why smoking is bad for us and we have
also looked at how we can keep calm. 

We have also finished our history unit on the 1st World War although we will complete some
writing linked to this next term. The children have made some amazing decorations to sell at
the fair. 

We hope you and the children have a very well-earned rest when it comes to the end of term. 

Class News



Squirrels continued.......

Class News



Otters
What a couple of weeks for Otters, most of our units of work are coming to an end now and
they have worked brilliantly. 
 
World War 2 day was a huge success! The children took part in many activities, including
baking (The scones went down a treat during our VE Day celebrations in the afternoon!) and
they took a trip over to the college cafeteria to pick up some rations using their own ration
tokens. In the afternoon, we completed the day with VE celebrations, going back to the 8th
May 1945 with parents, grandparents and friends, enjoying homemade scones, lots of chat and
finished the day off with a fantastic dance! 
 
It has been another amazing half term where the children have grown in every way and have
made fantastic progress in all their learning. 
 
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and new year. 

Class News



Music-Musician Of The Month

Please contact the teacher directly if your child is interested in having music lessons. They can
have taster lessons if they would like to give it a go before committing…

Violin and keyboard lessons with Louise Craddock - l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

Guitar and brass lessons with Nick Davie - nick-davie1@hotmail.co.uk

Drum lessons with Tom – devondrumschool@gmail.com

Singing and piano lessons with Verity - V.stroudmusician1@outlook.com

Please email Mrs Jackson at rjackson@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk if you have any questions about
music in school. 

Our school choir is also on Fridays.



Mighty Minds



Forest School
Bumblebees have been amazing at Forest school – they have cooked, made wood
cookies and mice and built dens. 



PTA

Your Elected Committee
Chair: Donna Palmer · Treasurer: Natalie Bedford · Secretary: Laura Cockram

Parent Committee Members: Molly Pincombe, Angela Elston, Trudy Loveday, Rebecca Harrison, Sam Young, Hanna Webber
Teacher Committee Members: Rebecca Jackson, Alison Hancock

We are coming to the end of our Christmas Celebrations and events. It’s been a long haul but so worthwhile
seeing the magic and enjoyment on the childrens faces. Our main event The Christmas Fayre today will hopefully

see more fun and memories made.
 

Be sure to like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with PTA news! 
 

Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more
information. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk

Christmas Wreath Workshops
Our Christmas Wreath making was a huge
success. Big thanks to Harriet from Harriets
Flower Room for her support and expertise.

Christmas Hampers!!!
We have 8 amazing hampers to be
won in our Hamper Raffle. They
are bursting at the seams with
bottles, chocolates, smellies and
more. 
Tickets are still available on MyEd
to purchase.



PTA

And finally, one big THANK YOU!
 

Thank you for your support this year, thank you for answering our constant pleas for your time, bakes,
and donations. We appreciate it all and know the children love the wonderful experiences the PTA

manage to fund. Including Fridays Panto!
 

We are excited to count our Christmas fundraising totals – all will be revealed soon!
 

January will be a quiet month for PTA events (phew!) but we are behind the scenes planning 2026.
Please let us know if you have any ideas!

 
We wish you and your loved ones a wonderful Christmas break!

 
Your PTA team



CAT Calendars



School Lunches



School Lunches
New menus from 6  January 2026th



School Lunches
New menus from 6  January 2026th



Monday - KS1 Football 
Monday 12th January 2026 to Monday 9th February 2026
5 weeks due to Inset Day on Monday 5th January 
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTE=?
 
Tuesday - KS1 & KS2 Mutli Skills 
Tuesday 6th January 2026 - Tuesday 10th February 2026
6 Week Block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTQ=?
 
Wednesday - KS2 Football
Wednesday 7th January 2026 - Wednesday 11th February 2026
6 Week Block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTY=?
 
Thursday - Girl's Football
Thursday 8th January 2026 - Thursday 12th February 2025​
6 week block
https://www.abler.io/shop/pact/2313123/product/Q2x1YlNlcnZpY2U6NDk3MTc=?

        Clubs



Admissions Information
                                      Admissions policy for 2027-28: Annual Consultation

Along with all other schools and academies in Devon, we are consulting on an admission policy for
2027-28. The Local Authority is also consulting on its arrangements – the admissions schemes
through which you can apply. You are invited to look at the proposal new policies which are based on
policies for this year and next year and to have your say on them. 
 
Our proposed policy is on our admission page Chulmleigh Primary School - Admissions - Join Us!
and you can see all policies at http://devon.cc/schoolpolicy 

Further information is here: http://www.devon.gov.uk/admissionarrangements

The consultation runs between 1 November and 16 January 2026. 
 
Policies will be determined by the end of February and published in the same places by 15 March
2026 next year. 

You can comment at schoolsadmissionpolicy-mailbox@devon.gov.uk or by emailing the school. 

https://www.chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk/page/?title=Admissions+%2D+Join+Us%21&pid=11

