
 

NEWSLETTER  

  
Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

 

9th-13th 

May 

 
 

African Drum & 
Dance Project 

 
 
 

After-school KS1 
Football         

3.30-4.30 

 
 

African Drum & 
Dance Project 

 
 
 

After-school KS1/
KS2 Multi skills 

3.30-4.30 

 
 

African Drum & 
Dance Project 

 
Class Photos 

 
After-school KS2 

Football         
3.30-4.30 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After-school Girls 
Football  3.30-4.30 

 
 
 
 

 

16th-20th 

May 

 
                       
 
 

After-school KS1 
Football         

3.30-4.30 
                       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After-school KS1/
KS2 Multi skills 

3.30-4.30 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After-school KS2 
Football         

3.30-4.30 
 
 

 
 
 
 

After-school Girls 
Football  3.30-4.30 

 
 

 
                            
 
 

 

Key Dates:  

Wednesday 11th June -Tempest Photography Visit—Class photos (Please ensure your 

child(ren) have a logo jumper/cardigan with them) 

Friday 13th June—Circus! Non uniform day in exchange for tombola prizes for the summer 

fair please. 

Friday 27th June - “Wear something green day” in aid of Children’s Hospice South West £1 

donation. 

 

 



 

Dear All,  

 

Welcome back to the second half of the summer term already! I would like to warmly welcome the new children 
and families that have joined us this week – welcome to the Chulmleigh Primary family. We hope that you have 
had a wonderful half term holiday with your family and enjoyed some time in the intermittent sunshine!  As ex-
pected, everyone has settled back to the last half term of the year brilliantly.  

 

Chulmleigh Parish Council Meeting: 

 

Just before half term, I had the pleasure of attending Chulmleigh’s Parish Council meeting to represent the school 
and meet with other organisations in the town. Chulmleigh College were also there. I was immensely proud to 
showcase some amazing work from across the school including art, geography, history, RE and PSHE books. What 
really impressed the people attending was the quality and quantity of the writing from our Year 5’s who had 
written about the history of Chulmleigh and all the different activities you can do in and around the town. Through-
out the meeting time, many people came and read what the children had written and commented on how im-
pressed they were with the quality of the work. Mr Payne also read it and could not believe that it was not written 
by children at the College! A big thank you to all our Year 5’s, Ms Keen and Miss Walsh. It was a real team effort all 
round which definitely lives our values. Below is some of the work and information I took to the meeting. Addition-
ally, I will also now be attending the monthly parish meetings to give updates on the developments and events that 
are occurring at school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day: 

A huge thank you to everyone who come along to support their child(ren) for our wonderful sports day just before 
we broke up for half term. It was joyous to see so many of you enjoying a picnic with your children and friends at 
lunchtime. As ever, the children were amazing and showed true sportsmanship and teamwork in all events when 
cheering and supporting one another.  

Once again, I would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Welch for all her hard work, energy and organisation in 
making it such a memorable day. Thank you also to the parents who took the time to pass on their thanks and ap-
preciation of day. Finally, additional thanks and gratitude go to the PTA as ever, for all their hard work during the 
day which raised an impressive £462.63. This money really will help to enhance every child’s education across the 
school. 



Year 4 Multiplication Table Check 

 

In the next 2 weeks, Year 4 children will be completing an on-screen multiplication check consisting of 25 times table 
questions. Each child will be able to answer 3 practice questions before taking the actual check. They will then have 6 
seconds to answer each question. On average, the check should take no longer than 5 minutes to complete. The pur-
pose of the check is to determine whether they can fluently recall their times tables up to 12, which is essential for 
future success in mathematics. We know all the children have made some amazing progress in Year 4 already and 
many have already scored full marks in the practice tests and when completing their Times Tables Rock Star (TTRS) 
challenges. Below are the results of a recent TTRS challenge. We know Year 4 are going to do well in the next couple 
of weeks if they carry on with this pleasing progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information can be found at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724ae64c053e87b6a0a81e4/
Information_for_parents_multiplication_tables_check.pdf  

 

Safeguarding Updates – Devon’s Mini-police programme 

Year 5 are coming to the end of their ‘Mini-police’ sessions soon led by Devon’s community policing teams. Every 
week, for the past few weeks, Year 5 have been learning about keeping themselves, their family, friends, neighbours 
and even the whole community safe. The policing team have told us that they have been impressed with how much 
the children already know about keeping themselves and others safe, and how mature and thoughtful the questions 
they have generated have been. I know the children have loved these interactive sessions covering a wide range of 
safety messages. It is good to know that Chulmleigh and surrounding areas are in safe hands with the next genera-
tion! 

 

School Improvement Update – Trialling key stage 1 Phonics screening check materials 
 
Excitingly, we have been selected to trial the phonics screening check materials for key stage 1. The National Founda-
tion for Educational Research (NFER) is conducting this work for the Standards and Testing Agency (STA), which is 
part of the Department for Education. Each year STA will trial potential future national curriculum tests with a repre-
sentative sample of children and schools across the country. This trial plays a critical role in developing tests that are 
valid, fair, accessible and reliable. Our Year 1 pupils will complete the check on a set date during the period 16 to 27 
June 2025. They will be selected through a random sample by the STA in advance of the testing.  
This project is confidential so no report of this work will identify any school or pupil that participates. Our children 
will not be under any additional stress by helping with this research and trialling. The purpose of these trials is to 
‘test the tests’ and not the children. We have a NFER test administrator visiting soon who will work with Miss John-
son and the children. They will explain that they are helping with research as are we.  
 
Further information about these trials is available on our website https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-
research/participate-in-research-projects/2025-key-stage-1-phonics-screening-check-technical-pre-test/  
 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724ae64c053e87b6a0a81e4/Information_for_parents_multiplication_tables_check.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6724ae64c053e87b6a0a81e4/Information_for_parents_multiplication_tables_check.pdf
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-research/participate-in-research-projects/2025-key-stage-1-phonics-screening-check-technical-pre-test/
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-research/participate-in-research-projects/2025-key-stage-1-phonics-screening-check-technical-pre-test/


 

Uniform: 

Just another reminder about uniform in the warmer weather.  In a recent whole school assembly with Mrs DeFuyck 
the children have been given reminders about ensuring they still look smart and to take pride in their appearance 
even when the weather is hot. This means not tying jumpers around their waists and putting them into their bags so 
they hopefully do not get lost! Please can you ensure that your child has a hat to wear at playtimes and lunchtimes 
and that suncream has been applied before they come to school. We really appreciate all your help in ensuring our 
children look smart and are ready to learn. Please do also name all items of clothing as it makes it much easier to 
return it to its lost owner! As I have mentioned before, we are always happy to have any good quality school jump-
ers, T-Shirts, shoes, summer dresses or PE kit that you are happy to donate to school so we can give them a good 
home. These can be left with Rachel in the office.  

 

Attendance Updates:  

As you know, Chulmleigh Primary and the Academy Trust has an unwavering commitment to improve attendance 
and punctuality at school as we know what a difference it makes to every child’s attainment and progress. Recently, 
the Government have updated their national attendance statistics based on the mandatory sharing of attendance 
data that commenced in September 2024 from all schools in England. Below are some of their national headline facts 
and figures so far.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The full report can be found at: Pupil attendance in schools, Week 20 2025 - Explore education statistics - GOV.UK 
 

 

 

 

 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2025-week-20


Our current attendance rate of 95.5% is still slightly behind the targets set by the Department of Education and the 
Trust which is 96%. This week, the year group attendance is:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With kind regards 

Martin Evely and all staff at Chulmleigh Primary School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder —if y ou are concerned about a child/ren or y oung person/s in Dev on and 

want to speak  to someone ov er the Easter holiday s, contact the MASH on 0345 155 1071 

and giv e as much information as y ou can.  

 

You can also complete the MASH form  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/ or https://

devoncountycouncil.outsystemsenterprise.com/MASH/homepage 

 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disability  (SEND) Update – Family  Health Dev on articles. 

 

Children and Family Health Devon has published a series of articles about invisible disabilities. The 

latest one focusses on their Equality Champions and hears from Toby, a parent who is ADHD and   

autistic. This article can be found at: Invisible disabilities: Conversation on ADHD and Autism - Chil-

dren and Family Health Devon 

 

 

Year R: 95.1% 

Year 1: 95.4% 

Year 2: 96.1% 

Year 3: 96.2% 

Year 4: 96.5% 

Year 5: 95.8% 

Year 6: 95.6% 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/
https://devoncountycouncil.outsystemsenterprise.com/MASH/homepage
https://devoncountycouncil.outsystemsenterprise.com/MASH/homepage
https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/invisible-disabilities-conversation-on-adhd-and-autism/
https://childrenandfamilyhealthdevon.nhs.uk/news-and-events/invisible-disabilities-conversation-on-adhd-and-autism/


 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic day of sport! The children were amazing, confidently showing off their skills. We had some great 
supporters and a vast array of refreshments available. Pilgrim Pete even made an appearance! 

 

 

The winning house was Fish! 

 

 



 

Cubs and Tigers 

We've had an exciting start to this half term! 

The Tigers and Cubs have helped to build a fantastic pirate ship and 
we've been busy looking for treasure and making treasure maps. 

Our topic this half term is 'Under the Sea' and so we have been counting 
fish, drawing maps and pretending to be pirates. 

It's been lots of fun singing pirate songs too!. 

 

 

Lions 

The Lions were amazing during sports day. They were so grown up and listened carefully to all the instructions. They were not 
fazed at all by the number of people on the field. We loved seeing them race with such confidence, supporting each other and 
happy to take part. They were a real credit to the school. They have also enjoyed replicating some of the activities in our Early 
Years playground during outdoor play. The children enjoyed making their own medals and awarding them to each other. 

This term our topic is ‘on the beach.’ We have been discussing all the things we might see at the seaside. The children enjoyed 
sharing pictures of their visits to the beach over the half-term. They then wrote about these and drew some amazing seaside 
pictures. The children have also been busy creating their own ice-cream shop, equipped with a vast array of flavours. They 
made their own price lists with one particular ice-cream costing £100! 



 

 

 

Hedgehogs 
 
We’ve had a busy start to the final half-term!  
 
In Phonics, we have been doing lots of recap this week in preparation for the Phonics Screening Check. We have been revisiting 
lots of sounds that we already know, and placing an emphasis on finding these in real, and made-up words. The children have 
been continuing to read and spell the common exception words.  
 
 
In English, we have started a new book called “The Whale who ate plastic”. The children have been enjoying the story and think-
ing about the meaning of the story. Over time, the children will be learning some facts about recycling and plastic. They will also 
be thinking of the impact on sea-life and will create an information page to tell people why they should recycle.  
 
In maths this week, the children have started to learn about ‘position and direction’. They have learnt about left and right, and 
different types of turns, such as quarter and half turns. We’ve been outside and directed our partners from one place on the 
field, to another. 
 
Our topic this half-term is ‘Local area’. This week, the children have looked at maps. Together, we discussed what a ‘birds-eye 
view’ is and thought about what our classroom might look like from this view. The children created their own birds-eye view 
map of our class, including lots of details about the room.  
 
In science, the children have been re-visiting ‘materials’. They thought about a specific material and then what object may be 
made from this. In the next few weeks, they will be looking at the properties of different materials, thinking about some of the 
similarities and differences between them.  
 
We have an exciting DT project this half-term! In groups, the children will be creating a car, using an axle and wheels, and lots of 
recycled materials. They have created team names this week, along with a logo that may be on the side of their car. 
 
We are looking forward to our drumming workshop on Tuesday next week, as well as our class photos on Wednesday! It will be 
another super busy week in Year 1.  
 
Thank you again for your continued support.  

Dragonflies 

We've had another busy couple of weeks in Year 2.  

This week, we were lucky to have a visit from 'Peninsular Dental 
Social Enterprise'.  They deliver oral health education sessions to 
schools and other community organisations. The Open Wide Step 
Inside Programme involved a 45-minute teaching session which 
included a 15-minute animated film about Geoffrey the Giant 
who doesn’t like to look after his teeth and has never visited the 
dentist! With the help of his friends Geoffrey learns some im-
portant key oral health messages which are vital to help keep his 
mouth and teeth healthy.  Following the film there was an inter-
active session , instilling important key messages around oral 
health.  

In maths, we've been learning about fractions. The children have 
been working hard to understand halves, quarters and thirds. This 
has involved learning to find fractions of shapes and of amounts. I 
have been really impressed with how hard the children have 
worked.  

In English, we've been exploring adding suffixes to words. The 
children have been learning the different rules linked to this and 
have been encouraged to demonstrate this in their writing.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barn Owls 

Barn Owls have returned full of energy for the rest of the Summer Term! There are many exciting things planned so it’s going 

to be a busy one! 

This week we are finishing off our geography topic about Europe, learning about how and why many people move around and 

emigrate to different countries. This is not just for visits, but for making a new permanent home in some cases and also how 

this changes the diversity in all the countries.  Next week we are beginning our new history topic on Anglo-Saxons, in prepara-

tion for our Living History visit to the Wildwood Trust at Escot on 16th June. 

In maths we have begun our new arithmetic topic on fractions.  It is great that so many of Barn Owls have really been trying 

hard with their times tables as this is a foundation skill for understanding fractions. Thank you for supporting them. 

In English we are introducing a weekly visit on Tuesdays to the College library in order to help the children broaden their read-

ing choices, authors and styles.  It is very important that the books are looked after and returned – otherwise this will incur 

fines.  I have a box in the classroom for the children to place their finished book after they have read and quizzed it, so it 

doesn’t get lost before the next visit.  This is important preparation for their independence in reading in Year 4.  Thank you for 

your support with this. 

As I said on Class dojo last term, the children have completed their story-writing (see the photos attached of some of their 

work now on display).  I am so proud of all of their writing achievements! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bumblebees 

Bumblebees have had a great start to this half term!  They have shown great determination and resilience with the 
Times Tables Check and we are really proud of them all.  The progress they have made with learning their times 
tables this year is an absolute credit to them.  Everyone has made great progress and on the website we use in 

class, we have a good three quarters of the class scoring twenty, or higher, out of twenty-five!      

We are continuing our learning about Ancient Egypt this week and have been mummifying tomatoes! Next week 
we will start our new topic.  Science is very interesting this half term, as we are looking at habitats from an environ-
mental point of view.  The children have completed fantastic pieces of work on deforestation and the destruction 
of habitats.  Our English continues to be great fun, as we conclude our work on Paddington and the children are 
excited to be writing their own stories this week!  In French we are learning the names of animals and in RE we are 
learning about different religious festivals! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Otters and Foxes 

Everyone now has their part for the end of year production and the response to our play ‘Oliver with a Twist’ has 
been incredible and the children seem really excited about it. We have been so impressed with how they have 
already began learning the words to the songs and how so many of them have learnt their lines over the half 
term. Please can you support your children to be confident at saying their lines off by heart.  

We have begun practising in Heywood Hall and slowly it is all going to start coming together in the coming weeks 
and we cannot wait to show you.  

Thank you to those who joined us for the residential meeting. The powerpoint from the meeting has now been 
sent to you so if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch as we only have a couple of weeks 
to go now! 

Lots of exciting activities to look forward to, please check the School calendar to make sure you have all the dates 
in the diary.  

Squirrels 

Our highlight for the last week of term was definitely Sports Day. The children took part with a great deal of enthu-
siasm and it was lovely to see so many of them having a go regardless of whether they were going to win. It was 
also really lovely to see how supportive they were of each other as well. It was a lovely day and they should feel 
very proud.   

In our other learning, we have just finished a unit on shape. In particular, we have been classifying, measuring and 
calculating angles. Learning to use the protractor has needed a bit of practice but they have made great progress. 
We are now starting a unit on co-ordinates so if you are out anywhere with a map, please encourage the children 
to have a good look at the co-ordinates.  In English, we finished our amazing writing about Chulmleigh which is in 
large books that are going to be displayed in the entrance to school so please do take a look. We have started 
learning all about Cracking Contraptions! We will be inventing our own Cracking Contraption and writing about it. 
We still have a few lessons on our science unit about puberty to finish. We have really enjoyed our mini-police unit 
and are now waiting to complete the final lesson with the speed gun – watch out!  



 

                        PTA News & Events 

 
 
 
 

  We hope you have all had a lovely May half-term and the children and yourselves  
have enjoyed a well-deserved break.  

 
We have lots of exciting things planned for this term and we appreciate all the support you give us throughout the 

year at all of our events.  
 

 We are now in the midst of planning our Summer Fair so please do let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions.  
Be sure to like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with PTA news! Please take a look at the Summer Fair Plan 

Competition Form below : 
 

Please follow us on social media or keep an eye on our newsletter or posters around the school for more infor-
mation. As always, keep your ideas and requests coming in to  

PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:PTA@chumleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk


 

                        PTA News & Events 

 
  Sports Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to everyone for all your support at Sports Day, the weather was amazing and we hope the 

children enjoyed the day as much as we did. It was wonderful to see so many of you there.  Thank you for 

all your wonderful contributions to the PTA refreshments stall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



     PTA News & Events 

 

Please do come along and join us for the Summer Fair Planning Meeting, all welcome. It will be held in school from 1.30 – 

3pm on Thursday, 12th June. 

Any comments or suggestions are welcome from you ahead of the meeting. Please do let your PTA team know by either 
catching one of us at the school gates or emailing PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk 

 

We are always on the look out for helpers and greatly appreciate anything you can offer. If you would like to get involved 
with the PTA, please email PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk or find one of us around the school. Please keep a look 
out for more information on our upcoming events and as always thank you for your all your support. We look forward to a 

fun filled spring and summer! 

mailto:PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk
mailto:PTA@chulmleigh-primary.devon.sch.uk


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday - KS1 Football - Monday 2nd June to Monday 14th July 2025 ( 7 Sessions ) 

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd-5-after-school-club-football-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1.html 

 

Tuesday - Multi Skills - Tuesday 3rd June to Tuesday 15th July ( 7 Sessions ) 

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-multi-skills-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1-and-ks2.html 

 
Wednesday - KS2 Football - Wednesday 4th June to Wednesday 16th July 2025 ( 7 Sessions ) 

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-after-school-club-football-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks2.html 

 
Thursday - Girl's Football - Thursday 5th June to Thursday 17th July 2025 ( 7 Sessions ) 

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-girl-s-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school.html 

 

GOVERNANCE  

Primary Performance Board – Parent Member 

The Primary Performance Board meets regularly to fulfil their delegated responsibilities as set out in the Trust Board Scheme of 

Delegation. The Performance Board incorporates a parent from Chulmleigh Primary school, as well as directors and senior 

staff.  

The Primary Performance Board has a key strategic function in supporting the school, sometimes challenging the school, and 

influencing and shaping decisions that affect the school. Key responsibilities can be seen on the school website under the “CƻǊ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ” tab, then selecting “tǊƛƳŀǊȅ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ .ƻŀǊŘ”. 

Parent members of the Performance Board are representative of parents, and their duty is to act in the 
best interests of the children in the school, conveying appropriate messages or opinions expressed to 
them by other parents, without acting as advocates for a particular parent or group. 

Parent members attend performance board meetings, read papers, prepare questions, and 
get to know the school, by arranging occasional visits during school hours. 

The parent member for Chulmleigh Primary is Hannah Doornbos. 

The Primary Performance Board meets four times a year, and reminders and updates regarding the meetings will be placed in 

future newsletters.  

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd-5-after-school-club-football-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-multi-skills-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks1-and-ks2.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-after-school-club-football-chulmleigh-primary-school-ks2.html
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/argyle/ecnd6-girl-s-football-after-school-club-chulmleigh-primary-school.html


Remember - if you are concerned about a child or young person in Dev-

on and want to speak to someone, contact the MASH on 0345 155 1071 

and give as much information as you can. If you would prefer to com-

plete an online form, you can do so here: Child protection - What to do 

if you're worried about a child's safety? (devon.gov.uk)  

My name is Antonia and I am writing to let you know that I run an after-school drama 

workshop for children attending Chulmleigh Primary School on a Thursday. The work-

shop takes place in the music room after school, and I wait with them until you collect 

them. 

During the workshop we will concentrate on some group performance skills and 

games that encourage teamwork and build confidence. We will look to improvise and 

devise scenes as well as perform scenes. The workshop lasts 1 hour and costs £6 per 

session which is payable before the start of the term. 

To let you know a little about me, I trained at Guildford School of Acting and RADA 

and spent several years with the Royal Shakespeare Company working on their inno-

vative community projects and their Regents Park seasons. I work as a professional 

actor, mainly in theatre, but with additional television and radio work. I have been a 

qualified LAMDA instructor for 9 years. 

If you would be interested in your child attending the workshop, please contact me at 

antoniawhittick1970@gmail.com or 07938956158. 

Travel Arrangements 
 

Should your child travel by 
bus/taxi from school and 

your arrangements change, 
where you no longer require 

the bus/taxi on a certain 
day. Please email the school 

office on   
admin@chulmleigh-

primary.devon.sch.uk 
 

Please visit the Trust website to see our latest vacancies: 

Chulmleigh Academy Trust - Join Our Team - Vacancies at the Trust 

(chulmleigh.academy)  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/child-protection/
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Join+Our+Team+%2D+Vacancies+at+the+Trust&pid=171
https://www.chulmleigh.academy/page/?title=Join+Our+Team+%2D+Vacancies+at+the+Trust&pid=171


 
 

 

 



Violin lessons for Years 3, 4,5 and 6 children 

 

We have a few spaces left for shared violin lessons this term. 

Shared lessons ( 2 pupils ) 

10 x 20-minute lesson - £54 per pupil 

10 x 30-minute lesson - £80 per pupil 

Lessons are on a Friday in school time and we have brand new violins that the children can use. 

Please contact Louise at l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com if you are interested. 

 

mailto:l.craddockmusic@btinternet.com

